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Mrs. CATHARINE COCKBURN.

By Tnowm as Bircw, M. A. F.R.S.

HERE is obfervable in mankind a
natural and almoft univerfal curiofity,
concerning the perfons of thofe, from whofe
writings they have received- entertainment or
inftruction. - 'And the gratification of this de-
fire is atte;nd{:ad with a very confiderable ufe,
as the hiftory and charaters of the writers ge-
nerally tend to caft a light upon their works,
and heighten our relifh for them. It is there-
fore a juftice due to the public, as well as to
the memory of our author, to premife fome
account of fo extraordinary a perfon.” Pofte-
rity at leaft will ‘be folicitous to know, to
whom they will owe the moft demonftrative
and perfpicuous reafonings, upon fubje&ts of
eternal importance ; and her own fex is intitled
to the fulleft information about one, who has

|| done fuch honour to them, and raifed our ideas
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of their intelletual powers, by an example of
the greateft extent of underftanding and cor-
reétnefs of judgment, united to all the vivacity
of imagination, _Antiquity indeed boafted of
its female philofophers, whofe merits have been
drawn forth in an elaborate treatife of Menage *.
But our own age and country may, without
injuftice or vanity, oppofe to thofe illuftrious
ladies the defender of Locke and Clarke ; who,
with a genins equal to the moft eminent of
them, had the fuperior advantage of cultivat-
ing it in the only effeCinal method of im-
provement, the ftudy of a real philofophy,
and a theology truly worthy of human nature,
and its all-perfect author.

" Sue was the daughter of Captain David
Trotter, a Scots gentleman, and commander
in the royal navy, in the reign of Charlesll,
and of Mrs. Sarab Ballenden, who had the
honour of being nearly related to the noble
Lord of that name, and to’ the illuftrious fa-
milies of Maitland, Duke of Lauderdale, and
Drummond, earl of Perth. :

Her father was highly in favour with king

Charles 11, and his brother the duke of 2ork ;
and his known probity and integrity. gained
him an univerfal efteem, being generally dif-
tinguithed by the epithet of boneff David ; and
fames earl of Perth, Lord High Chancellor of
Scotland in the latter end of that king’s reiga
and the following one, in a very pathetic let-

* Hiftoria Mulierum philofopharum ; printed at Lyons in 16g0.
in 8vo.

tes,
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ter, which he wrote to His widow upon his’
death, ftyles him an ornament to bis country. He
ferved the crown from his youth, with” great
gallantry and fidelity, both by land and fea;
and during the Dufch war took, befides other
prizes, one, which was fold by the govern-
ment for thirty thoufand pounds. He attend-
ed lord Dartmouth as commodore in the de-
molition of Tangrer, in the latter end of the
year 1683, and foon after was fent by his ma-
jefty, with a view of making his fortune, to
convoy the fleet of the Turky company; but be-

F ing feized by the Plague, then raging at Scanda-

roon, died there . His death was an irrepar-
able lofs to his family, who were defrauded of
all his effects on board his fhip, which were
very confiderable, and ofall the money, which
he had advanéed\to the feamen, during a long
voyage, by the difhonefty of the purfer and
others ; the chief officers of the fhip being like-
wife dead of the fame diftemper, which had
proved fo fatal to the captain. And, to add
to the misfortune of his widow, the goldfmith,
in whofe hands the greateft part of his money
was lodged, became foon after a bankrupt,
Thefe accumulated circumftances of diftrefs
excited the compaflion of king Char/es 1, which
concurring with his regard for the memory of
an old and faithful fervant, induced his majefty
to give a favourable reference to the Admiralty
for a penfion to the widow, which ended with
that king’s life ; nor had fhe any confideration

® The probate of his will in the regifter of the prerogative
court of Canterbury, is dated the gth of February 1683-4.
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for her loffes in the two fucceeding reigns,

But Queen Anne, upon her acceflion to the

throne, granted her an annual penfion of twenty §
pounds, which was conftantly paid by the [
duchefs of Marlborough into the hands of Dr. |
Burnet, bifthop of Salifbury, till the removal of |
her grace from court; when, upon the widow’s =
renewing her application, her majefty continu- =

ed it as before.

Captain Trotter, at his death, left only two |
daughters, the elder of whom being after- |
wards married to Dr. Inglis, late phyfician ge- =
neral to the army, had by him two fons, one
of whom died vicar of Lewifham in Kent, and |
the other was chaplain to Mr. Trelawney, gover- |
nor of famaica, in which ifland he had a con- |

fiderable benefice, where he died a few years
ago,

the excellent works in this colle&ion, was born
at London, on the 16th of Auguft 1679. She
gave very early marks of her genius, and was
not pafled her childhood, when fhe furprized
a company of her relations and friends with ex-
temporaryvesfes onan incident,which had fallen

under her obfervation in the ftreet; heruncle, ©
a commander inthe navy, who was prefent, |

taking notice of this forwardnefs of her wit,
and what fatisfaction it would have given her
father, if he had been living, as he had a pe-

_culiar tafte and love for poetry. She both learn-

ed to write, and made herfelf miftrefs of the
French language, by her own application and
diligence, without any inftru¢tor. But the had

fome

The younger daughter, Catbérim, author of §
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fome affiftance in the ftudy of the La#/% gram-
mar and Logic, of which latter {he drew upan
abftraé for her own ufe. The moft ferious
and important fubjects, and efpecially thofe of
religion, foon engaged her attention, But, not-=
withftanding her education in the proteftant
religion, her intimacy with feveral families of
diftin&ion of the Rom/fb petfuafion expofed her,
while very young, to impreflions in favour of
that church, which not being removed by her
conferences with fome eminent and learned
members of the church of England, fhe fol-
lowed the dictates of a mifguided confcience,
and embraced the Rom:f/h communion, in which
fhe continued till the year 1707.

She was but fourteen years of age, when fhe
wrote, in 1693, a copy of verfes upon Mr.
Bevil Higgons's ficknefs and recovery from the
fmall-pox, and fent them to that gentleman,
greatly efteemed at that time for his wit and
poetical talents, though his tragedy, intitled
The generous Conqueror, is at prefent much lefs
known, than his hiftorical writings of a later
date, written with {pirit and vivacity, but more
ftrongly tin¢tured with the political prejudices
of the writer, than is confiftent with the im-
partiality of an hiftorian.

Her next production was a tragedy, called,
Agnes de Caftro, which was acted at the thea-
tre royal in 1695, when fhe was only in her
feventeenth year, and printed in 1696 in 4to
without her name, but with a dedication to
the earl of Dor/et and Middlefex, in which fhe
obferved, that ¢ this'little offspring of her early

a7 ¢ Mufe,
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¢ Mufe had been firft fubmitted to his lord-
< fhip’s judgment, whether it fhould be ftifled
« in the birth, or prefervedto tryitsfortune in
« the world.” It is formed upon a French
novel of the fame title, printed at Paris in
1688 <, of which Mrs. Bebn has given an En-
glifb tranflation.

The reputation of this performance, and the
verfes, which fhe addreffed to Mr. Congreve
upon his Mourning Bride in 1697, were pro-
bably the foundation of her acquaintance with
that admirable writer, who, upon the receipt
of thefe verfes, returned her the following
letter.

« I can never enough acknowledge the ho-
¢« pour you have done me, nor enough regret
« the negligence of thofe, to whom you de-
« livered your yvaluable Letter. It is the firft
« thing, that ever bappened to me, upon
« which I fhould make it my choice to be
« vain. And yet fuch is the mortification,
« that attends even the moft allowable vanity,
« that at the fame inftant Tam robbd of the
¢« means, when Iam pofiefled with the incli-
¢ pation, It is but this moment, that I received
« your verfes; and had {carce been tranfported
¢« with the reading them,; when they brought
« me the play from the prefs printed off. I
¢« hope you will do/me the juftice to believe,
< that I was not fo infenfible, as not to be
« heartily vexed ; and all the fatisfaction, that

¢ Bibliotheque des Romans, par M. le C. Gordon de Percel,
Vol. IL. p. 108, edit. Amfterdam, 1734.
" can

-

|
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<« T can take, and all the facrifice that I make
« to you, is only to ftifle fome verfes on the
« fame barren fubjet, which were printed
¢« with it, and now, I aflure you, fhall never
« appear, whatever apology I am forced to
« make to the authors. And fince I am de-
« prived of the recommendation you defigned
« me, I will be obliged to no other, till I
« have fome future opportunity of preferring
*« yours to every body’s elfe. In the mean
« time, give me leave to value myfelf upon
¢ the favour you have done me; and to affure
« you, it was not wanting to make me more
¢« ready, than I have been, in my inclinations
¢ of waiting on all your commands: and if
¢« Mr. Betterton’s bufinefs does not very fpeedi-
« ly difengage him, I will not wait for lgis be-
“ ing a witnefs of my profefling myfelf, your

“ admirer,
* and obliged bumble fervant,
“ W. CONGREVE,

« T know not what time the princefs will
« give me leave to prefent her with the play,
« it being dedicated to her; but as foon as
« that form is over, I will make bold to fend
“ you one.”

-

Her firft tragedy was attended with fuch
fuccefs upon the ftage, that the was induced
to write another, intitled Fata/ Friendfbip,

r\ a4 which
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which was acted in 1698, at the new theatre
in Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, and printed the fame
year in 4to. with a dedication to the princefs
Anne of Denmark. This tragedy met with
great applaufe, and is ftill thought the ntoft
perfeét of all her dramatic performances. A-
mong other copies of verfes fent to her upon
occafion of it, and prefixed to it, was one from
an unknown hand, which afterwards appeared
to be from the elegant pen of ‘fobn Hugbes,
Efq; author of the Siege of Damafcus. Mr,
Higgons likewife fent another, which came toa
late to be inferted among the reft, but is
printed in the prefent edition. And Mr, George
Farqubar was fo highly pleafed with this tra-
gedy, that he foon after took the opportunity
of fending to her his firft comedy, called Love
and a Bottle, alted the fame year 1698, with
a letter, in which, after complaining, that his
play ¢ had been fcandaloufly afperfed for af-
« fronting the ladies,” he obferved, that ¢ as
‘ an argument of its innocence, he fent it to
¢ ftand its tryal before one of the faireft of the
¢« fex, and the beft judge. Befides, Madam,
“ added be, itis an offering due to the favour
¢ and honour thewed me, in your appearance
“ on my third night; anda ftranger cannot be
“ be.denied the privilege of fhewing his gra-
¢ titude. But humbly to confefs the greateft
‘“ motive, my paffions were wrought fo high by
“ reprefentation of Fatal Friendfbip, and fince
* raifed fo high by a fight of the beautiful au-

-~

¢ thor, that I gladly catched this opportunity.

¢ of
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« of owning myfelf, your moft faithful -and
« humble fervant.”

The death of Mr. Dryden, on the 1ft of May
1700, engaged her to join with feveral other
ladies, in paying a juft tribute to the memory
of that great improver of the ftrength, fulnefs,
and harmony of Englif/b verfe; and their per-
formances were publifhed together in Sepzem-
ber that year, under the title of, The nine
Mufes; or, Poems written by o many ladies,
upon the death of the late famous Jobn Dryden,
E/g;

quer dramatic talents not being confined to
tragedy, fhe brought upon the ftage in 1701,
at the theatre royal, a comedy called, Love af
a Lofi; or moft Votes carry if, publithed in
May that year in 4to. But her abfence from
London, during the impreffion, occafioned many
errors in the edition, fome things marked in
her copy to be' left out, being inferted, and
others abfolutely neceffary to the fenfe, omit-
ted; the whole being by this means fo altered
and difguifed, that the would gladly, if pof-
fible, have called in and fupprefled the edition.

This induced her many years after, to revife
that comedy, in which fhe made great altera-
tions, and had fome thoughts of bringing it
again on the ftage, under the title of The Ho-
nourable Deceivers; or All right at the lajl.

* In a corre copy of her dedication to lady
Piers, in her own hand writing (for the print-
ed one is fo extremely faulty, as to be unintel-
ligible in fome places) (he fays, « that {he had -

« never thought of making any pretence toa
: “ talent

~
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« talent for comedy, but wrote that, when the
town had been fo much ufed to a mixture
of comedy, interwoven with the deepeft tra-

-

£

~

<

« fome, that an intire tragedy, without fuch
«« mixture, would never fucceed upon an Ezn-
«« glifh ftage. But that fince this odd tafte
« was mended, the tragedy appeared alone,
« with which part of that comedy was at firft
« defigned to be mingled, and it lay by her for
« 2 confiderable time, till fome lcifure hours
¢« inclined her to amufe herfelf in piecing it
<« up, with little care or concern for the fuc-
<« cefs, not intending to eftablith her fame up-
< on a work of this kind.”
- Lady Piers, to whom this comedy was dedi-
cated, was wife of Sir George Piers, a gentle-
man of Kenf, and an officer of confiderable
rank under the duke of Marlborough. She had
contracted a very early efteem for, and moft
intimate and unreferved friendfhip with our
author, who had an equal regard for the ami-
able qualities of that lady, and chofe her for
her patronefs, on account of her zaffe in Poetry,
and delight in'the mufes, as wéll as her can-
dour and indulgence to every well-meant at-
tempt. ¢ This, madam, fays fbe, is a quality
« peculiarly yours. Such an univerfal com-
« plaifance of temper I never met with in a
« perfon of fo diftinguithing a genius as your
¢ ladyfhip; and have often obferved with won-
¢ der, that a lady, who knows how to relith
the nobleft things, and has the fineft enter-
¢ tainment in herfelf, can appear | delighted
1 - ¢ with

gedies, that it was the declared opinion of
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¢+ with the moft trivial amufement, in conde-
« {cenfion to the capacity or inclination of
« others. Itis this hasmade you thedarling
« of all your acquaintance, even thofe, who
s cannot tafte your agreeable wit in your
« lighteft converfation, and the folid judg-
« ment of your ferious reflections. It is this
« has fecured you from that malice and envy,
s¢ which ufually purfue thofe of a diftinguith-
s ed merit.”

In the fame year 1701, fhe gave the public
her third tragedy, intitled, The Unbappy Peni-
tent, acted at the theatre royal in Drury-Lane,
and publithed in Auguft that year in 4t0. In
the dedication to Cbharles lord Hallifax, fhe
draws the chara@ers of feveral of the moft emi-
pent of her predeceffors in tragic poetry with
great judgment and precifion. She obferves,
that Shakefpeare had all the images of nature
prefent to him, ftudied her thoroughly, and
boldly copied all her various features: And that
tho’ he chiefly exerted himfclf on the more
mafculine paflions, it was the choice of his
judgment, not the reftraint of his genius; and
that he feems to have defigned thofe few tender
moving fcenes, which he has given us, as a
proof, that hecould be every way equally ad-
mirable. She allows Dryden to have been the
moft univerfal genius, which this nation ever
bred, but thinks, that he did not excell in every
part ; for tho' he is diftinguifhed in moft of his
writings, by greatnefs and elevation of thought,
and fublime, yet at the fame time that he com-
mands our admiration of himfelf, he little

mpoves
T
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moves our concern for thofe, whom he repre-
fents, not being formed for touching the fofter
paffions. On the other hand, Ofway, befides
his judicious choice of the fable, had a pecu-
liar art to move compaffion, which, as it is
one of the chief endsof tragedy, he found moft
adapted to his genius; and never venturing
where that did not lead him, excelled in the
pathetic. And had Lee, as the remarks, con-
fulted “his ftrength as well, he might have
given us more perfect pieces; but aiming at
the fublime, inftead of being great, he is ex-
travagant; his ftyle too fwelling; and if we
purfue him in his flight, he often carries us
out of nature. Had he reftrained that vain am-
bition, and intirely applied himfelf to defcribe
the fofteft of the paffions (for love, of all the reft
he feems beft to have underftood, if that be al:
lowed a proper fubjet for tragedy) he had cer-
tainly had fewer defets. She then proceeds
to fpeak with great modefty of her own tra-
gedy, as defective in the plot, the diftrefs not
being great enough, fince the fubje of it is
only the misfortune of lovers; which fhe part-
ly defigned, in compliance with the effeminate
tafte of theage. Notwithftanding which, and
the right of poficflion, which it has long held
on the modern ftage, fhe ventures to propofe
a doubt, whether love be a proper fubject for
tragedy? as it feemed to her not noble nor fu-
blime enough for that fpecies of writing, But
fhe had a much greater objetion to it, atleaft

_as it is generally reprefented, which the beft of
. the .

s
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the French Poets had made before her, and
gives as a rule, that

—]" Amour fouvent de Remors combatu
Paroiffe une foibleffe, & non une vertu .

The moft, that can, in her opinion, be al-
lowed that paffion is to be the nobleft frailty
of the mind ; but it is a frailty, and becomes
a vice, when cherifhed as an exalted virtue :
A paffion, which contrats the mind, by fix-
ing it intirely on one obje&, and fets all our
happinefs at ftake on fo great 2 hazard, asthe
caprice or the fidelity of another; which, if there
were no greater, is furely fufficient reafon, not
to arm it with more power than its own infi-
nuating nature; yet this is made the fhining
virtue of our heroes. We are to-rejoice in
their fuccefs, or pity their difappointments;
as noble lovers, patterns for our imitation, not
as inftances of human frailty. <« And I fear,
« adds fbe, that this has not been fo conftant-
« ly done without ill confequence. Not but
« love will maintain his dominion in theworld,
« how much foever oppofed. Butif we re-
« fign him the heart, let us not give him up
« the judgment too.” On thefe refletions (he
compofed this tragedy, in which the principal
chara&ers are indeed doting lovers, but hur-
ried by their paffions into a fault, of which their
immediate punithment makes them confcious,
and at once deferve their fufferings and our
pity. And « this, concludes fbe, tho’ given by

4 Boilcau, Art poetique, Chantiii, ¥ 101, 102.
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“ our great mafter, as an invariable law in this
¢ fort of poem, is yet obferved by few ; with-
« out which, tho’ they may give delight, they
¢ ‘can rarely attain that end, to which the
¢ other fhould only be fubfervient, of forming
« an inftructive moral.” To this tragedy her
friend lady Piers prefixed a poém, infcribed
Tothe excellent Mrs.Catharine Trotter ; which
concludes with the following lines:

« Myrtle and Bays about thy temples twinc,g

-

« Plac’d by Apollo and the facred nine

« And ev'ry grace and every virtue’s thine,

¢ By thy judicious rules the hero learns

¢ To vanquifh fate, and wield his conqu’ring
¢ arms;

« The bafhfull virgin to defend her heart;

« The prudent wife to {corn difhoneft art ;

« The friend fincerity ; temp’rance the youth;

« The lover chaftity, and ftatefman truth,

Within thy bofom all thefe treafures dwell,

Nor can wejudge, in which you moft excel:

So perfect, even envy you controul ;

Minerva and Diana guard your foul.”

But poetry and dramatic writing did not fo
far engrofs the thoughts of our author, but that
the fometimes turned them to fubje@s of a
very different nature ; and at an age, when few
of the other fex were capable of underftand-
ing the Effay of HumanUnderftanding,and moft
of them. prejudiced againft the novelty of its
principles; and tho’ the was at that time en-
gaged in the profeffion of a religion, not very
favourable to {o rational a philofophy as that

of
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of Mr, Locke ; yet fhe had read that incom-
parable book, with fo clear a comprehenfion,
and fo unbiafled a judgment, that herown con=
vi@ion of the truth and importance of the no-
tions contained in it led her to endeavour that
of others, by removing fome of the objections
urged againft them. She drew up therefore a

B Defence of the E[fay againft fome Remarks,

which had been publifhed againft it in 1697 1n
4to, The author of thefe Remarks was never
known to Mr. Lecke, who animadverted upon
them, with fome marks of chagrin, at the end
of his Reply tobifhop Stillingfleet in 1697. But
after the death -of the ingenious Dr. Thomas
Burnet, Mafter of the Charter-boufe, it ap-
from his papers, that the Remarks were
the producion of his pen. They were foon
followed by fecond Remarks, printed the fame
year in 4to, in vindication of the firft againft
Mr. Lacke's anfwer to them, and in 1699 by
third Remarks, addrefled likewife to Mr. Locke,
Mrs. Trotter’s Defence of the Effay of buman
Underftanding againft all thefe Remarks, was
finifhed 4s early as the beginning of December
1701 ¢, when fhe was but twenty two years
oZd.' But being more apprehenfive of appear-
ing before the great writer, whom fhe de-
fended, than of the public cenfure, and con-
fcious, that the name of a woman would be
a prejudice againft 2 work of that nature, {he
refolved to conceal herfelf with the utmoft

« See her letter to G. Burnet, of Kemnay, Efq; dated from
Salifbury, December g9, 1701, Vol. II. p. 153 ; and another let-
ter of February 2, 1703-4, p- 166, 167. !

~
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Mrs. Trotter, then in London, for her prefent
of the book, in the following letter ; which
does as much honour to her own underftand-
ing, principles, and temper, as to her friend,
to whom fhe addrefled it.
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cate. Having therefore taken all poffible pre<
cautions for that purpofe, fhe got the piece
conveyed to the prefs; and it was accordingly
publithed in May 1703. But her title to the
reputation of this piece did not continue fong

¢ you fent me, it has been, in part, out of a'
¢ defire to fend you better judgments than my
« own for its approbation and praife. The
s« Bifhop, Mr. Norris, and fome others, no
« ill judges of fuch a performance, have, with
« great readinefs, profefled themfelves ex-
¢« tremely pleafed: and it is not without dif-
¢ ficulty fome can believe, that any one, not
¢ bred to {cience, and logic in particular, could
¢ be capable of fo clofe and clear reafoning,
¢ I am no fit judge of this, nor of the cer-
« tainty of all the proofs, which dre things fo
“ nice, -as to make me fufpect my capacity to
¢« determine about them; fo can only fay, I
« am fatisfied and pleafed. But that can be
¢ no confirmation, were you doubtful ; but
« what I cannot. but obferve and commend,
¢ s, that the whole is written fhort and clear,
« without affettation of wit or eloquence,
¢ needlefs refleCtions on your adverfary, or
¢ making him more in the wrong than heis;
« rather bringing him nearer, than driving
¢ him farther from truth; taking his words
“ ip as good a fenfe, as they would bear,
¢ in which I heartily wifh the fearchers after
« truth would imitate you. If they did, I
“ am perfua there.would be both more

Vor. L, b ¢ light

-

, Madam ¢
a fecret to the world. For Mrs, Burnet, the ' 4 :
: . T e | «“ JF I have not more haftily returned
;:gywclf :ﬁg{;;g:;"gi’ng;qg fo %izl;{fggé: «’ § my thanks for the valuable prefent
and whofe Method of Devotion, which paflfed

thro’ feveral editions, is a proof of her exem-
plary piety, and who, as well as that prelate,
honoured our author with a particular friend-
fhip, notwithftanding the difference of her re-
ligion ; being informed, that the was engaged
in writing, and that it was not poetry, was
defirous to know the fubje@. This Mrs, Trot-
ter could not deny to a lady of her merit, in
whom fhe might fafely confide, and ‘who,
upon being acquainted with it, thewed an
equal folicitude, that the author might not be
known. But afterwards finding the perform-
1 ance highly approved of by the bithop her haf-
' band, Mr. Norris of Bemerton, and Mr. Locke
| himfelf; {he thought the reafons of fecrecy
i ceafed, and difcovered the writer; and on the
1gth of Fune 1702, returned her thanks to

f This excellent perfon, who was as.amiable, on account of her
i virtues, and efpecially her unbounded charity, as admired for her
i intelletual abilities, was danghter of Sir Richard Blake of Hamp-
i Jrire, knight. * She was bora November 8, 1661, and when the
| s but alittle more than {eventeen years of age, married to Ro-
bert Berkley of Spechley, in the county of Worcefier, Efq; Grand-
I . fon to Sir Robert Berkley, one of the Judges in the reign of king

CharlesI.  After the death of her hufband in 1693, fhe con-
tinued a widow feven years, and then married bithop Burnet, by
whom fhe had two children, and died F¢b. 3, 1708-9.

Mss.

-
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« light, as well as more charity in the world,
« than at prefent, while fuch deftructive me-
« thods to both are taken, can be expetted,
¢ I confefs I cannot but repeat what I ever
« think, and have generally found, fo fure a
¢« mark of a good judgment, modefty, and free-
« dom from affe¢tation,which is alonea beauty,
« but when accompanied with other excellen-
¢« cies, makes them much more valuable, and
« the want of them makes wit and knowledge
« itfelf difagreeable. I heartily wifh you may
“ improve to the beft ufes fuch excellent ta-
« lents, that nothing may obfcure their luftre,
“ but that you may be delivered from every
« error. I fhould be glad to be in any ways
¢« ferviceable to thefe good ends, or in any
s other refpect exprefs my readinefs to be

Your faithful bumble fervant,

: : E. B'uin BT.
Jane 19, 1702,

*“ To thew I will find fault, I think a few
« lines in the dedication below the reft of the
« bOOk.’?

Mr. Locke likewife was fo highly fatisfied
with the Defence (which was perhaps the only
piece, that had appeared in favour of ‘his Effzy,
except one by Mr. Samuel "‘Bold, Re&or of
Steeple in Dorfetfbire, in 1699 %) that being in
London, he' defired his cofin Mr. King, after-

¢ Intitled, Some Confiderations on the principal Objelions and = |

ST i d S

wards
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wards Lord High Chancellor, to make Mrs.
Trotter a vifit, and a prefent of books; and when

e had owned herfelf, he wrote to her the
following letter.

: Oates, 30" Dec. 1702,
Madam,

Here was nothing more public, than the

l obligation I received from you, norany
thing more concealed, than the perfon I was
obliged to. This is a generofity above the ftrain
of this groveling age, and like that of fuperior
fpirits, who affift without fhewing themfelves.
I ufed my beft endeavours to draw from you,
by your Bookfeller, the confeffion of your
name, the want whereof made me, that I
could, whilft you kept yourfelf under that
referve, no more addrefs myfelf direitly to
you with good manners, than I could without
rudenefs have pulled off your mafk by force,
in a place where you were refolved to conceal
yourfelf. Had not this been fo, the bearer here-
of had not the firft time have come to you,
without a letter from me, to acknowledge the
favour you had done me. You not affording
me an opportunity for that, I defigned to make
you fome {mall acknowledgement, ina way,
that chance had opened to me, without your
confent. . But this gentleman tranfgrefled my
order in two main points of it. The one was,
in delaying it fo long : The other was, in pam-
ing me to you, and talking of matters, which
be bad no commiffion from me to mention,
What he deferves from you for it, muft be left
F’\ b 2 - to

i
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to your merey. For I cannot in earneft be
angry with him for procuring me, without
any guilt of mine, an opportunity to own you
for my protectrefs, which is the greateft ho-
nour my Effay could have procured me. Give
me leave therefore fo affure you, that as the
reft of the world take notice of the ftrength
and clearnefs of your reafoning, fo I cannot but
be ‘extremely fenfible, that it was employed in
my defence. You have herein not only van-
quifhed my adverfary, but reduced me alfo ab-
{olutely under your power, and left no de-
fires more ftrong in me, than thofe of meeting
with fome opportunity, to aflure you, with
what refpect and fubmifiion Iam,

Madam,
Your moft bumble,
and moft obedient fervént,
I Locx E.

But while our author (hewed the world fo
deep a penetration into fubjects of the moft dif-

ficult and abftra& kind, fhe was ftill incapable ||

of extricating herfelf from thofe fubtilties, and
perplexities of argument, which retained her

i the church of Rome ®. And the fincerity of |
her attachment to it; in all its outward feveri- |
ties, obliged her to fo ftri® an obfervance of |
its fafts, as proved extremely injurious to'her |

®Sec her Letter to Mr. Baruet, of December 19,1701, Vol I 3
P 153, ' .
health *
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| bealth. Upon which account Dr. Denton Ni-

cholas, a very ingenious and learned phyfician
of heracquaintance, advifed her by a letter on
the 1gth of OdZober 1703, to abate of thofe ri-
gours of abftinence, as infupportable to a con-

'ﬁitutioq naturally infirm; and’ defired her to
& thew his letter to her friends and confeffor

for their fatisfaction. To this gentleman fhe
wrote, in the beginning of the year following, a
letter upon the Truth of the Chriffian relicion
.thf:h, itistoberegretted, is not recovcrablcjincé
in his anfweri he obferves, that fhe had prov-
d unanfwerably what fhe had undertaken, and
had done it more clearly and effectually in balf
a jb{ét, than Grotius in a whole wvolume ; tho'
he differed with her in one point, where, from
her prejudices in favour of popery, fhe lefiened
the authority, of the fcriptures, which, he re-
marked, would neceffarily make way for oral
tradition, and too great an authority in the
church,

She returned to the exercife of her dramatic
genus In 1703, and having fixed upon
Igevolutfnn of Sweden underg Gu/hz'vuf Erz'zln’]:
Jon (which has been related in profe with fo
much force and beauty, by the Abbé Vertor)
for the fubje& of a tragedy, fent the firft
draught of it from Salifbury (where fhe had
tefided with her brother-in-law Mr, Inglis
fince May that year) to Mr. Congreve, who re.
turch ber an anfwer, which, on account of
the juft remarks upon the conduct of the dra-
ma, deferves a place here.

' iDated/l\KYanumy 1703-4. See Vol II. p. 208.
b 3 Madam,
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Madam, ]

Had fooner acknowledged the favour of

your letter, together with the agreeable en-
tertainment of the fcheme you were pleafed
to fend with it, if I had not been unavoidably
engaged in bufinefs, But at this time I can
hardly complain of a great cold, which has
confined me, and given me an opportunity to
obey your commands. I think the defign in
general very great and noble; the-conduct of it
very artful,if ot too full of bufinefs, which may
either runinto length or obfcurity; but both thofe,
as you write, you have fkill enough to avoid.
You are the beft judge, whether thofe of your
own fex will approve as much of the heroic
virtue of Conflantia and Chriftina, as if they
had been engaged in fome belle paffion: for my
part, I like them better as they are. In the
fecond a&, I would have that noife, which ge-
nerally attends fo much fighting on the ftage,
provided againft ; for thofe frequent alarms
and excarfions do too much difturb an audi-
ence. The difficulty in the third act is as well
folved by you as poflfible ; and certainly’ you
can never be too careful not to offend proba-
bility, in fuppofing a man not to difcover his
own wife, .

In the fourth a&, it does not feem to meto
be clear enough, how Conflantia comesto be
made free, and to return to Guffavus ; the third
at intimating fo ftrongly, why we might ex-
peét to have her continued in the viceroy's
power, This act is full of bufinefs ; and in-

Ak ~ tricacy
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tricacy, in the fourth a¢t, muft by all meags be
avoided. ‘

The laft aét will have many harangues in
it, which are dangerous in a cataftrophe, if
long, and not of the laft importance. To con-
clude, I approve extremely of your killing
Fredage and Bergn. Poetical juftice requires
him; and for her you may eafily drop a word,
to intimate her delivering of Guffavus to have
proceeded from fome fpark of love, which af-
terwards fhe'may repent of, and her charaéter
remain as perfect as nature need require. One
thing would have a very beautiful effect in the
cataftrophe, if it were poffible to manage it
thro’ the play; and that is to have the audi-
ence kept in ignorance, aslong as the hufband
(which fure they may as well be) who Fredage
really is, till her death, .

You fee, Madam, 1am as free as you com-
mand me to be; and yet my objections are
none but fuch, as you may provide againft,
even while you are writing the dialogue.

I wifh you the fuccefs, which you can wifh,
and that, I think, will hardly be fo much as
you deferve, in whatever you undertake, I
am, with all acknowledgments for your too
favourable opinion of me,

Madam,
Your moft obedient

, bumble fervant,
London, Nov. 2, 1703.

W.CoONGREVE.

~
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~ This tragedy employed her thoughts during

the winter of that year, and till the beginning
of February 17013-4, as the informs her friend
George Burnet of Kemnay near Aberdeen in
Scotland, efq. then at Geneva, and her letter
to him of the fecond of that month * fhews,
that fhe began now to entertain more mode-
rate nations of religion, and to abate of her
zeal for the church of Rome, She owns, that
¢« fht had of late almoft forgot all diftin@ion
“ of churches; for having had, fays fbe, fome
“ occafion of obferving, more than before, the
¢ great growth of infidelity; that there are
¢ many, who difbelicve, and more, who doubt,
« that there ever was any divine revelation; T
¢ I'have employed myfelf much in confider-
“ ing the proofs, and defending the truth of
« ghe Chriftian religion; which has fo intirely
‘¢ engaged my concern, that when I am with
¢ thofe, who fincerely fubmit to the authority
¢t of Fefus Chrift, what fenfe {ogver they un-
¢ derftand him in, 1 am fatisfied, and really
¢ think myfelf with one of my own commu-
“ nion.”  And fhe hopes, that * the fincere
* love, which fhe had for truth, and chari
< for thofe, who differed from her, would at-
“ tone for the errors of her underftanding.”
Mr. Burnet, who kept a correfpondence
with her during his travels, upon his arrival at
the court of Berlin, where he was received with
great' marks . of refpet by Sophia Charlotta,
queen of Praffia; daughter to the princefs So-

~

Phia, took an opportunity of writing to that _

. X Vol IL p, 167, 168.
: ' princefs,
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princefs dn fuch advantageous terms of Mrs.
Trotter; that her royal highnefs, in her an-
{wer to him from Hanover, on the zgth.of
Fuly 1704, declared herfelf « charmed with
< the agreeable piture, which he bad drawn
« of thenew Scots Sappbo, who feemed to
¢ deferve all the great things, which he had
« faid of ker,” e fuis charmée du portrait |
avantageux, que vous me faites de la aouvelle
Sappho Ecoffoife, qui’ femble meriter les eloges,
que vous luy donnéz. That gentleman having
likewife exprefled his defire of making her
known to Monfieur Liebnitz, with whom Mr.
Burnet had held a correfpondence feveral years
before !, and who was highly efteemed for his
genius and extenfive learning at the court of
Hanover, where he refided, fhe returned her
thanks to Mr. Burnet for that favour, in a let-
ter of the 8th of Auguft 1704 from Londom,
where fhe continued the reft of the fammer,
and the following winter, for the fake of pro-
fecuting her ftudies at more leifure, !han {he
enjoyed among her relations and friends at
Salifbury, and in particolar for the complet-
ing of her tragedy. In this letter fhe fpeaks up-
on the fubject of religion, with a {pirit of mo-
deration unufual in the communion, of which
the ftill profeflfed herfelf; and this charitable-
nefs and latitude of fentiments feems to have
increafed from the farther examination, which
the was then probably making into the ftate

1See Mr. Lacke’s letter to Mr. Molyneux, from Oates, 10 April,

1697. Familiar letters between Mr. Locke and his friends, p. 193,

Edit. 1708, ¢
0
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of 'the controverfy, between the church of
Rome and the Proteftants, « I with, fays fbe ™,
<.there was no diftinétion of Churches; and
<< then, I doubt not, there would be much more
« real religion, the name and notion of which
«« Iam forry to obferve confined to the be-
< ing of fome particylar community ; and the
“ whole of it, I am afraid, placed by moft
« in a zeal for thofe points, which make the
<« differences between them ; from which mif-
« taken zeal, no doubt, have proceeded all the
« maffacres, perfecutions, and hatred of their
« fellow Chriftians, which all churches have
« been inclined to, when in power. And I
«¢ believe it is generally true, that thofe, who
¢ are moft bigotted to a fect, or moft rigid and
¢« precife in their forms and outward difcipline,
« are moft negligent of the moral duties,which
“ certainly are the main end of religion, I
« have obferved this fo often, both in private
¢ perfons and public focieties, that I am apt
¢ to fufpect it every where.” '
The vi€tory at Blenbeim, which exercifed
the pens of Mr. Addifon-and Mr. Fobn Philips,
whofe poems on that occafion divided the ad- -
miration of the public, according to the dif-
ferent  parties of the writers®, tempted Mrs.
Trotter to write a copy of verfes to the duke
of Marlborough, upon his return from his glo-
rious campaign in Germany, in December 1704,
™ Vol. IT. p. 176, 177. i

" See Mrs. Tratter’sletter to Mr. Burnet of 19 February 1 704-5.
Vol IL. p. 1q0. : ; i o
But
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But being doubtful with refpect to the publi-
cation of them, fhe fent them in manufcript to
his grace; and received for anfwer, that the
duke, and duchefs, and the lord treafurer Go-
dolphin, with feveral others, to whom they
were fhewn, were greatly pleafed with them;

1 and that good judges of poetry had declared,

that there were fome lines in them fuperior to
any, which had been written on the fubje,
Upon this engouragement fhe fent the poem
to prefs ; but it was not publithed till a month
after it was written °,

The high degree of favour, with which fhe
was honoured by thefe illuftrious perfons, gave
her, about this time, hopes of fome eftablith-
ment of her fortune, which had hitherto been
extremely narrow and precarious. But tho’ fthe
failed of fuch an eftablithment, f(he fucceeded
in 1705, inanother point, which was a tem-
porary relief to her P,

Reflexion and inquiry into the nature of true
religion were attended with their natural and
ufual effe@s, in opening and enlarging her no-
tions beyond the contracted pale of her own
church.  For in her letter of the 7th of Fuly
1705 from London*, to Mr. Burnet at Ha-
nover, fhe profefies, that fhe « cannot think
¢ herfelf at a great diftance from the commu-
s« munion of any Chriffian, efteeminganagree-
« ment in the duties of praice, in the wor-
s fhip of one God, and faith in Cbrif}, the on-

" © Iid. ¢ Jbid. and letter of the 7th of 7uly l}og.
Vol. IL. p. 186. 1 Vol. LL. p. 187.
J ; ¢ ]y

~
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¢ ly effentials fufficient to eftablith an union in
¢ friendfhip, tho’ our worfhip is not perform-
“ ed in the fame place, or in the fame man-
¢ ner; which, as the world is divided, muft
¢ be confined to fome one. Indeed the only
‘¢ point I am. zealous tohave you agree with
‘““ me in, is this one article, that all good
¢ Chriftians are of the fame-religion ; a fenti-
‘¢ ment, which I fincerely confefs, how little
¢ {oever it is countenanced by the generality of
¢ the church of Rome.” .

The year following, 1706, her tragedy call-
ed, The Revolution of Sweden, was a&ed at
the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-Market, and
printed at London in 4%. In the dedication of
it, to the lady Harriot Godolphin, eldeft daugh-
ter to the duke of Marlborough, fhe obferves,
that « there are fo great difficulties, and fuch
¢ general difcouragements to thofe of her fex,
¢ who would improve their minds, and em-
< ploy their time in any fcience or ufeful art,
¢¢ that there cannot be a more diftinguithing
“ mark of a free and beneficent fpirit, than
openly tocondemn that ill-grounded cuftom,
“ by giving countenance and_ protection ta
¢ thofe, who have attempted againft it. Which,
¢ adds fbe, as it can moft effectually be done
by perfons of the higheft rank and moft emi-
nent virtue, I am happy in being 4n occa-
« fion of giving the world fo rare an example
¢ of; at firft in the honour publicly done me
« by the duchefs of Marlborough and all her
* beautcous family ; and now by your lady-
“ fhip’s permitting thisaddrefs from one, whofe

¢ greateft

"~

s

“«©

e s scameran

5

The Life of Mrs.CoCKBURN. XXX
«« greateft merit is her good intention, and her
<« only pretence $0 this honour ' the favours al-
« ready received.” She then rcn?arks, that
poetry is not unworthy the protection of the
wife and good,. but had been cherifhed as an
inftrament of virtue in the politeft and beft
governed commonwealths, and as fuch called

Y @ diviné art; «-a charaler, continués fhe, it

« micht ftill pretend to, if refcuefl from the
% trit%ing, or I\:'ill ends, to’ which it has been
¢« debafed. At leaft, it muft be owned‘,vcx:y
« adventageous in 2 nation, where public di-
« yerfions are allowed and frequented, to con-
« trive, ‘that our pleafures {hould be _ufcful to
¢« our morals, ferve to correct our vices, a.nd
¢« animate the mind to virtue; a defign, whxc.h
<« g the only merit, that can recom_mcnd this
« play, and the’ particular virtue it _tends to
« incite, a difinterefted and refolute care of the
< public good.” ;

Nor was this dedication the only acknow=-
ledgment, which fhe made that year, to the
family of Churchill; for the honour of thgu‘
patronage ; for after the battle of Ramellies,
in May 1706; fhe wrote a fecond poem to the
duke ‘of "Marlborough, upon that important
event. ; ;

In the latter end of that year, or the be-
ginning of the following, her doubts about
the Romifb religion, which fhe had {o many
years profefled, having led her to a thorough
examination of the grounds of it, by confult-
ing the beft books on both fides of the quefli-
on, and advifing with men of the beft judg-

ment,
2t
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ment, the refult of it was a conviction of the
falfenefs of the pretenfions of that church, and
a return to that of England, to which the ad-
hered during the reft of her life. In the courfe
of this inquiry; the great and leading queftion
concerning @ Guide in Controverfy was par-
ticularly difcuffed by her ; and the two Jetters,
which fhe wrote upon it, the firft to Mr. Ben-
net, a Romifb prieft, and the fecond to Mr.
H~ who had procured an anfwer to that
letter fromr a ftranger, Mr. Bennet’s indifpofi-
tion preventing him from returning one, were
thought fo valuable, on account of the ftrength
and perfpicuity of reafoning, as well as their
cencifenefs, that the confented to the imypor-
tunity of her friends, for their publication in
Fune 1707, under the following title, A dif-
courfe concerning a guide in Controverfies; in
two Letters: Written to one of the church of
Rome, by a perfon lately converted from that
communion; a later edition of them being fince
printed at Edinburghin 1728 in 8. Bifthop
Burnet wrote the preface to them, tho’ with-
out his name to it; and he obferves, that they
might be of ufe to fuch of the Roman catho-
lics, as are perfuaded, that thofe, who deny
the infallibility of their church, take away all
certainty of the Chriflian religion, or of the au-
thorityof the fcriptures. ‘This is the main to-
pic of thofe two letters, and the point was con-
fidered by our author, ‘as of fuch importance,
that (he procured her friend Mrs, Burnet, to
confule Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Clarke upon it,and
to thew him a paper, which had been put in-

to
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to her hands, urging the difficultieson thatar
ticle on the fide of the papifts. The fentiments
of that great man upon fuch a fubje&t are too
confiderable to be loft, and perhaps have not
been much injured by the reprefentation of
Mrs, Burnet, tho’ the following letter of hers
was written in great hafte. - g 0

¥ could not call on you laft night. I fhewed the

paper to Mrs Clarke. He faid, there was:
nothing material in it, That fuppofing he
could prove, that the tradition, that conveyed
to us the books of feripture, and aflured us
what were canonical, was as hard to be prov-
ed, and liable to the fame objections, as that
of infallibility is; all, that would follow from
it, was, then our belief of them would be as un-
certain, but would not make his proofs of the
church’s infallibility a jot more convincing.
But he fays, the fact is falfe; for, befides that
tradition can much more afluredly convey down
a book, than any unwritten doétrine, how con-
cerning foever, as is plain by theearly corrup-
tion of that great and fundamental article of
the belief of one God, which while men lived
to fee the third and fourth generation, was yet
corrupted and loft in the idolatry of the greateft
part of the world: befides this probability, it

- is certain in fa@, there never was fo clear, fo

uninterrupted a tradition for any thing, as that,
which conveys to us the fcriptures. On the
other fide, there is not any tradition at all, that
will fupport the infallibility, as now taught in
the Romifh church. The reafon he faid, as now
taught, was, becaufe they falfely wreft fome

antient
iy
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antient paflages of fathers to the point difput-
ed s for that was only meant, that Chr#/t (hould
always have a church on earth, men profel-
fing “Chriftian do@rines; and that’ all thofe
powers, that then- fet themfelves to perfecute
and deftroy it, fhonld notbe able to do it.

Pray, if you find any blunders or obfcurity,
take it for mine. I am fure it was not his. But
I can very feldom carry away or. exprefs well
another’s words, " ., P QPN S

He has at prefent fome bufinefs; fo can ap-
point no time. G5

Whoever keeps clofe to what is plain in
fcripture, cannot err greatly.  And that gene-
ral declaration of all proteftants to fubmit allto
fcripture, may, Tthink, remove all nice fcruples,
as to any particular expreffions, fincé nocom-
municant in prayers, &c. is fuppofed to join
with her [the church] in any particular, where
in fhe departs from that rule. This is only
my own thougit. Pray read this letter to no
body, for I write it in great hafte, and will not
anfwer for its being right, efpecially the lail
paragraph. ' _

Juft before the publication of thofe letters, {the
went into Surrey, withalady of her, acquain-
tance, and fpent the reft of the fummer at
Ockbam-Mills near Ripley in that county. Dur-
ing her retirement there, Mr. Fenn, a young
clergyman of an excellent character, who was
accidentally in the neighbourhood in a vifit to
his relations, received fuch impreffions from
her converfation, as infpired him with a paffion
for her, which he foon after difcovered to her

by
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by a letter . But the had before this engaged
in a friendfhip and correfpondence by letters
with Mr. Cockburn ; and their friendfhip termi-
nated ina marriagein the beginning of the year
1708, Several advantageous offers of that
kind had indeed been made to her before; but
being exempt from ambition, and finding too
general a libertinifm amongft the men, fhe
thought the beft fecurity of her happinefs in
the conjugal tate would be the choice of a
clergyman®. And as piety was the ground of
their mutual affection, fo their chief view in
their union was the improvement of them-
felves in that great principle of all religious and
moral excellence, and the affiftance of each
other in the duties flowing from it ¢,

The father of Mr. Cockburn was Dr. Cock-
burn, an eminent and learned divine of Scof-
land, at ficft attached to the court of Sz, Ger-
mains, but obliged to quitit, on account of his
inflexible adherence to the proteftant religion v;
then for fome time minifter of the epifcopal
church at Amflerdam, and at laft collated to
the reCtory of Northaw in Middlefex, by Dr.
Robinfon bithop of London, at the recommend-
ation of queen Anne, who intended him for
one of the bithops of our American planta-
tions, if the fcheme of eftablithing them had
been executed. Mr, Cockburn, his fon, foon
after his marriage with our author, had the do-
native of Nayland in Suffolk, where he fettled

* Vol. IL. p. 235. s Letter to Mr, Fenn, Vol. IE.
P 249. t Letter of Mrs. Cockburn to Mr. Burnet, of
the 1oth of September, 1708, Val. 11. p. 206, v View
of the Court of St. Germains, edit. 1694, and Memoirs of the Je-

eret Services of Fohn Machy, Eﬁa P 42, 43, edit. London, 1733,
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in the fame year, 1708: But returned aftet-
wards from thence to London, to be curate
of St. Dunftan’s in Fleetfireet, where he con-
tinued till the acceffion of his late majefty to
the throne, when falling into a fcruple about
the oath of abjuration, tho’ he always prayed
for the king and royal family by name, he was
obliged to quit that ftation, and for ten or
twelve years following, was, reduced to great
difficulties in the fupport of his family ; dur-
.ing which time, he inftruced the youth of the
academy in Chancery-lane, in the Latin
tongue. At laft, in 1726, by confulting the
lord chancellor King and his own father, upon
the fenfe and intent of that oath, and by
reading fome papers put into his hands, with
relation to it, he was reconciled to the taking
of it. In confequence of this, being the year
following invited to be minifter of the epifco-
pal congregation at Aberdeen, in Scotland, he
qualified himfelf conformably to the law, and
on the day of his prefent majefty’s acceffion,
preached there a fermon on the duty and bene-
fit of praying for the government. This fer-
mon being printed and animadverted upon, he
publifhed a reply to the remarks on it, with
~ fome papers relating to the oath of abjuration,
which have been much efteemed. Soon after his
fettlement at Aberdeen, the lord chancellor King
prefented him to the living of Long-Horjeley,
near Morpeth, in Northumberland, as a means
of enabling him to fupport and educate his fa-
mily; for which purpofe, he was allowed to
continue his funCion at Aberdeen, till the neg-
ligence and ill behaviour of the curates, whom

he
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he employed at Long-Horfeley, occafioned Dr.
Chandler, the late bithop of Durbam, to call
him to refidence on that living in 17373

by which means he was forced to quit his fta= -

tion at Aberdeen, to the no fmall diminution of
his income. Hewasaman ofconfiderable learn=
and befides his fermon abovementioned,
and the vindication of it, he publifhed, in the
Weekly Mifcellany, a defence of prime minifters,
in the chara@er of Yofeph; and a treatife on
the Mofaic deluge, publifhed fince his death.

Mrs. Cockburn, after her marriage, was in-
tirely diverted from her ftudies for many years,
by attending upon the duties of a wife and a
mother, and by the ordinary cares of an in-
creafing family, and the additional ones arifing
from the reduced circumftances of her hufband.
However, her zeal for Mr=Locke’s charaéter
and wtitings drew her again into the public
light in 1726, upon this cccafion.

Dr. Winch Holdfworth, fellow of St. fobn's
college in Oxford, had preached on Eafter
Monday, 1719-20, before that Univerfity,a fer-
mon, on Fobn v. 28, 29. which he publifh-
ed in 1720, in 8vo. profeffing in his title page
to examine and anfwer the cavils, falfe reafon-
ings, and falfe interpretations of [eripture, of
Mr. Locke and others, againft the refurrettion
of the fame body, This fermon did not reach
Mrs. Cockburn’s hands, till fome years after;
when the perufal of it forced from her fome
animadverfions, which fhe threw together in
the form of a Letter to the do&or, and fent to
him in May, 1724, with a defign of fuppref-
fing it intirely, if it (hould have the defired ef-

}L\ dz2 fe&t
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fect upon him. After nine months the doctor -

informed her, that he had drawn up a large and
particular anfwer to it, but was unwilling to
trufther with his manufcript, till (he fhould pub-
lith her own. However, after along time, and
much difficulty, fhe at laft obtained the peru-
- fal of his anfwer; but not meeting with that
conviction from it, which would have made
her give up her caufe, fhe was prevailed on to
let the world judge between them, and accord-
ingly publithed her Letter to Dr, Holdfworth,in
January, 1726-7, without her name, but faid
in the title page to be by the author of A De-
fence of Mr. Locke’s Effay of human Under-
Sanding. The dotor, whofe anfwer to it was
already finithed, was very expeditious in the
publication of it, in fune 1727, in an 8vo. vo-
lume, under the title of, 4 Defence of the Doc-
trine of the Refurreétion of the fame Body, in
two parts. Inthe firft of which, the charaéter,
writings, and religiousprinciples of Mr, Locke,
are diflinitly confidered; and in the fecond, the
Doctrine of the Refurrection of the fame Body
s at large explained and defended, againft the
“otions and principles of that gentleman.
Mrs. Cockburn wrote a very particular reply

to this, and intitled it, 4 Vindication of Mr.

Locke's Chriftian Principles, from the injuri-
ous imputations of Dr. Holdfworth. But tho’
it -is an admirable performance, and the was
extremely defirous of doing juftice to Mr. Lacke
and herfelf, yet not meeting with any book-
feller willing to undertake, nor herfelt being
able to fupport, the expence of the impreffion,

it

»
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it continued in manufcript, and was referved
to inrich the prefent collection.

While the refided at Aberdeen,(he had a defign
of revifing the four tragedies,which {he had writ-
ten, as fhe aéually did her comedy, witha view,
not only of correcing them, but likewife of

-improving the verfification, and raifing the dic-

tion ; being fenfible, that from ajuft diftafte of
the bombaft and falfe fublime of many of the
writers of tragedyin thelaft age, the had funk too
much into thecontraryextreme oftoo greatafim-
plicity of ftyle, unequal to the dignity of that
fpecies of poetry. Nor had the decline of age,
and the growing infirmities attending it, dif-
qualified her for fuch a tafk ; fince we find her
mufe in full vigour in Augufl,1732, when {he
wrote the Verfes occafioned by the bujls in the
queen’s hermitage.  'This poem was intended to
have been prefented, with her Defence of Mr.
Locke's Effay, to her late majefty ; but the lord
chancellor King declining that office, and the
duchefs of Hamilton, who then undertook it,
being prevented by ficknefs, and the death of
lady Orkney her fifter-in-law v, it - probably
never came to the fight of the queen. It was
afterwards printed in the Gentleman’s Maga-
zine, for May 1737 *, though with fome alte-
rations, which (he thought to its difadvantage;
but it is now reftored, in this collection, to the
exalnefs of the original, except in a few of
the alterations, which fhe admitted.

Soon after her removal from Aberdeen to her

w Mrs. Cockburn’s letter to her niece of Fune 8,1733. Vol. IL.
P- 27t x P, 308, ’
d3 hufban.’s
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hufband’s living at Long-Hor/fley, in 1737; the

wrote an anfwer to a queftion propofed in the

Gentleman's Magazine, for May ¥, concern-
ing the jurifdiction of the magiftrate over the
life of the fubjet; and an inforcement of that
anfwer.

Her Remarks upon_fome Writers in the Con-
troverfy concerning the Foundation of moral
Duty and moral Obligation were begun dur-
ing the winter of the year 1739, and finithed
in the following one ; for the weaknefs of her
eyes, which had been a complaint of many
years ftanding, not permitting her to ufe, by
candle-light, her needle, which fo fully em-
ployed her in the fummer feafon, that fhe read
little, and wrote lefs; fhe amufed herfelf, dur-
ing the long winter evenings, in digefting her
thoughts upon the moft abftrufe fubjeéts in
morality and metaphyfics% They continued
in manufcript till 1743, for want of a book,
feller inclined to accept the publication of
themy and were introduced to the world in
Augufl that year, in The Hiflory of the Works
of the Learned. Her name was not prefixed
or fubjoined to them, but they were infcribed
with the utmoft deference to Alexander Pope
E/q; by an admirer of bis moral charaéter; for
which fhe thews a remarkable zeal in her let-
ters, whenever fhe has occafion to mention
him. And her high opinion of him in that
refpe@®, founded chiefly on his writings, and
efpecially his letters, as well as her admiration

Y P. 260.

T it z _!,ctgcx" to her niece of St-pt. 19, 1740,
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 of his genius, infpired her with 3, ftrong de-
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fire of being known to him; for which pur-
pofe fhe drew up the following letter to him,
about the year 1738; but it was never fent.

SIR,

O U fhould no more be furprized to re-
ceive a letter from a’ftranger at this dif-

tance, than a prince to receive addrefles from
eople he never heard of, at the remoteft cor~
ner of his dominions. The public are intereft-
ed in you, and all, who have a juft fenfe of
what their country owes to one, who, is an ho-
nour to it, with an indignation of the vile fac-
tion fet up againft you, havea right to offer you,
inftead of lives and fortunes, the zeal of their
friendfhip and beft wifhes, and to expect fome

fhare of your favour and good will in return.
I might lay fome claim tg you as a brother
poet ; but it would be a very empty one, fince
I can plead no affinity with your excellent ta-
lents that way; and an indifferent poet is a very
fcurvy character. However, 1 happen to be
ftrangely pleafed (though without much va-
nity) at my fituation in my poetical capacity,
with refpect to you. 'Twas my good fortune,
that moft of my performances were as well re-
ceived, as I thought they deferved. They gain-
ed me fome friends among the great and the
good ; and, what is perhaps a better proof of
their merit, they even raifed me {fome enemies.
This places me above envying the univerfal ap-
plaufeyou have met with ; and 1 am too far below
you to repine at it, or hate you asa rival. So I
find, that, happily for me, by being in the middle

d4 clafs
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clafs of writers, I can rejoice in your triumphs,
and be fond of your virtues: In fhort there is
nothing left for me, but to admire and love you.
You need not be alarmed at the expreffion,
though from a woman, when I tell you, Iam
about the borders of threefcore. I cannot in-
deed but regret, that you.did not come fooner
into the world, or I later; for I flatter myfelf,
I thould then have had the pleafure of yourac-
quaintance by the means of one or other, who
have had a fhare in your friend(hip, to whom
T was not unknown, Mr. Wycherly, Congreve,
&e. But they are all gone before me, though
I was in a manner dead long before them.
You had but juft begun to dawn upon the
world, when I retired from it. Being married
in 1708, I bid adieu to the mufes, and fo
wholly gave myfelf up to the cares of a fami-
ly, and the education of my children, that I
{carce knew, whether there was any fuch thing
as books, plays, or poems ftirring in Great
Britain. However after fome years, your E/
Jay on Criticifin, and Rape of the Lock, broke in
upon me. I rejoyced, that {o bright a genius
was rifing on our ifle; but thought no more
about you, till my young family was grown up
to have lefs need of my afliftance; and begin-
ning to have fome tafte of polite literature, my
inclination revived with my leifure, to enquire
after what had been moft celebrated in that
kind.: I then read your Homer, and I was
charmed with the humanity of your remarks
on fome inftances of fhocking cruelty and re-

venge. This made the firft impreffion upon - |
me of the goodnefs of your nature, and you

have
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er fince been growing by degrees in my
:fi‘e,eet;‘.l Your Epijl;ge to Dr. Arbuthnot, and
E/fJay on Man, gave me fome idea of your mo-
rals. But-when I read your private letters,
where, as you exprefs it, you throw yourfelf
out upon paper, I thought I faw your heart open

‘and undifguifed. I was charmed with the fin-

cere ingenuous unfufpecting fr'iend, the quillT
ing enemy, the benevolent mind, extending to
all parties, all religions, all mankind; tf{c fi-
lial piety, the tender concern for a mother’sap-
proaching death, at an age, when moft men
would have confidered theirs only as a ufelef(s
burden. In fhort, I faw fo many amiable
qualities opening on every different occalion,
that I began as much to admire the valuable
man, as the great genius, and to with for fome
fhare in fo defirable a friend(hip and correfpon-
dence. You will perhaps think, that at this
rate, the greateft part of the world may have
the fame pretenfions. But give me leave to af-
fure you, Sir, thatthough all perfons of tafte,
who are not blinded by envy, agree in admir-
ing the productions of your wit, there are few,
unlefs fuch as have the happinefs of your per-
fonal acquaintance, who delight in thofe of
our heart. At leaft I have met with none,
who confider you in the light I do; nay, many
are more inclined to take your pi¢ture from
the coarfe daubings of your enemies, than the
fine colouring of your friends, or the natural
firokes of your own hand, which fo much af-
fect me; and I am often obliged to engage in
a warm defence of your charater. This per-

at th uft be fomething cor-
{fyades mc’,‘s}gat there m S
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refponding in my own heart, that difpofes me
to fee the probity of yours; and if it ferves to
give you the fame perfuafion, you will then
find an excufe for my talking fo much of you
to yourfelf, ’Tis natural, as a candidate for
your efteem and good will, to infinuate my
own commendation as modeftly as I can; and
I know nothing I can fay better of myfelf, or
with a better grace, than that I have fenfe and
honefty enough to perceive the reality of your
merit, and goodnefs enough to fet a juft value
on it, If you allow this to give me any title
to fome returns from you, though a ftranger,
and at fo great a diftance, it will the more con-
firm my opinion of your candour and good na-
ture, and give me inexpreffible fatisfaction.
WhilftIam thusardently foliciting a friendfhip
foabftratted from fenfe, which muft be chiefly
exercifed on my part in the pleafing contempla-
tion of having fome fhare in the favour and
efteem of a perfon, beloved and valued for the
moft exalted worth ; I fancy I am qualifying
myfelf for the happinefs of a future ftate, which,
I imagine, muft confift in fomething of that
kind, raifed in proportion to the enlargement
of our faculties, and the excellence of the ob-
je&s; for I cannot agree with a notion you ex-
prefs in a letter to Mr. Blount, that the bap-
pinefs of minds can_be nothing but knowledge.
The delight we take in difcovering truth feems
rather to be in the purfuit, than the acquifition;
like that of fports-men, when the game is
caught, the pleafure is over; whereas in the
union of minds, the confcioufnefs of ‘mutual
love and efteem between perfons of true worth

gives
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gives the higheft gratification we are capable of :

the foul acquiefces in it, as the utmoft of its
defires here: So that, if we may guefs at the
nature of fouls in another life, by what we
find of them here, I fhould imagine the plea-
fures, which,as you fay, may not unlikely pro-
ceed from the difcoveries each fhall commu-~
nicate to another of God and of nature, to be,
as if it were, the recreation of beatified fpirits.
And perhaps that may ferve to heighten thofe
fentiments of love, of admiration, and delight
in the fupreme goodnefs, which I fuppofe to
be the perfe@ion of felicity; and in order to
which, I am indulging myfelf in lower degrees
of it here. ;
Now I have dipped into your letters, Sir, I
cannot forbear taking notice of fome reflections
I find in them, which much alarm me,; as
what I apprehend may tend both to your own
and to the public lofs, if fuch a train of think-
ing be purfued. You frequertly talk of the
fineft performances of wit and genius, as mere
trifles, of no fervice at all to a man’s real hap-
pinefs here or hereafter, and what one would
be athamed to be employed about to the laft.
And this indeed muft be allowed to be true,
when works of genius are confidered merely
as fuch, without regard to the ends, for which
they may be employed. ButIcan by no means
think, that when you was writing the E/ay
on Man, or even tranflating Homer, you was
trifling all the while, and doing nothing to-
wards your own future happinefs. Iam ra-
ther perfuaded, that God, in giving you a geni-
us, fo peculiarly fitted to fet the nobleft things
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in the moft beautiful light, has pointed out to
you the way, in which he would be ferved by
you; and I with you would confider it as the
ten talents committed to your truft, which you
are not at liberty to keep idly by you. And
whilft you are employing them in the caufe of
virtue, and to the honour of the giver; whilft
you go on to moralize your [ong; if you thould
be found, even in your lateft moments, mea-
Juring [yllables, and coupling rbymes, for fuch
excellent purpofes, I believe you need not
~doubt to meet with a Well done, thou good and
Saithful fervant, &e.”

The ftrength, clearnefs, and vivacity thewn
in her Remarks upon the moft abftra&t and
perplexed queftions, immediately raifed the
curiofity of all good judges about the conceal-
ed writer ; and their admiration was greatly in-
creafed, when her fex andadvanced age were
known, And the worthy and learned Dr.
Sharp archdeacon of Northumberland, who
had read thefe Remarks in manufcript, and en-
couraged the publication of them, being con-
vinced by them, that no perfon was better qua-
lified for a thorough examination of the
grounds of morality, ‘entered into a correfpon-
dence with her upon that fubject. But her ill
ftate of health at laft interrupted her profecu-
tion of it; a circumftance to be regreted, fince
a difcuffion carried on with fo much faga-
city and candor on both fides would, in all
probability, have left little difficulty remaining
on the queftion.

- Dr. Rutherforth’s Effay, on the Nature and
Obligations of Virtue, publithed in May, 1744,
{oon engaged ber thoughts; and notwithftand-

4 ing

The Life of Mrs. CockBURN. » xlv

ing the afthmatic diforder, which had feized
 her many years before, and now left her {mall
. intervals of eafe, fhe applied herfclf to the
' confutation of that elaborate difcourfe; and
E having] finifhed it with a fpirit, elegance, and
& perfpicuity equal, if not fuperior, toall her for-

| mer writings, tranfmitted her manufcript to

 Mr. Warburton, who publifhed it in 8vo. with

= a preface of Ris own, in April 1747, under the

1 title of, Remarks upon the Principles and Rea-

 finings of Dr. Rutherforth’s Effay on the Na-

| “ture and Obligations of Virtue, 7z Vindication

\ of thecontrary Principles and Reafonings, inforc-
 ed inthe Writingsof thelate Dr. Smmuek Clarke.

The extenfive reputation, which this and her
@ former writings had gained her, induced her
* friends to propofe to her the collecting and
= publifbing them in abody. And updh her con-
4 fenting to the fcheme, which was to be exe-
% cuted by fubfcription, in order to fecure to her
4 the full benefit of the edition, it met with a
ready encouragement from all perfons of true
4 tafte; at the head of whom appeared a lady *,
¥ no lefs diftinguifhed by her accomplithments
¢ of mind, than her birth and quality, who
4 fet an example of equal zeal for the interefts
1 of the excellent writer, as for the fpreading
& and perpetuating her works. But Mrs, Cock-
% burn did not live to difcharge herfelf the office
1 of editor, now devolved to an hand lefs equal
in many refpects to the tafk; though the pub-
lic will receive one acquifition by her death, of
a valuable feries of her letters, which her own
modefty would have reftrained her from per-

* The right hpmourable the lady Jfubelia Finch.
’ o mitting
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mitting to fee the light. And it were to b¢
wifhed, that thefe two volumes, conditioned
for by the terms of fubfcription, could have
contained all her dramatic writings, of which
only one¢ is here publithed. But'as that was
found impoffible, the prefererice was, upon
the matureft deliberation, given to thofe 'in
profe, as fuperior in their kind to the moft
rfect of her poetical, and of more general

and lafting ufe to the world, s

The lofs of her hufband, on the 4th of 7a-
nuary, 1743, in the 711t yearof his age, was a
fevere fthock to her; and fhe did not long fur-
vive him, dying on the 11th of May, 1749, in
her 71ft year ; after having long fupported 2
inful diforder, with a refignation to the di-
vine will, which had been the governing prin-
ciple of her whole life, and her fupport un-
der the various trials of it. Her memory and
- underftanding continued unimpaired, till with-
in a few days of her death. She was interred
near her hufband and youngeft daughter, at
Long-Hor/eley, with this fhort fentence on their
tomb: Let their works praife them in the gates.
Prov. xxxi.3 1. They left one fon, who is Clerk
of the Cheque at Chatham, and two daughters.
" Mrs. Cockburn was no lefs celebrated for her
beauty in her younger days, than for her ge-
niusand accomplithments, She wasindeed {mall
of ftature, but had a remarkable livelinefs in her

eye, and delicacy of complexion, which con-
" tinued to her death. Her private character ren-
dered her extremely amiable to thofe, whoin- |

timately knew her. ‘Her converfation was al-

ways innocent, ufeful, and agreeable, without- E
' the
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the leaft affe@ation of being thought a wis, and
attended with a remarkable modefty and diffi-
dence of herfelf, and a conftant endeavour to
adapt her difcourfe to her company. She was
happy in an uncommon evennefs and chear-
fulnefs of temper. Her difpofition was gene-
rous and benevolent; and ready upon all occa-
fions to forgive injuries, and bear them, as well
as misfortunes, without interrupting her own
eafe, or that of others, with complaints orire- .
proaches, The preflures of a very contraéted
fortune were fupported by her with calmnefs
and in filence; nor did fhe ever attempt to
improve it among thofe great perfonages, to
whom fhe was known, by importunities, to
which the beft minds are moftaverfe, and which
her approved merit and eftablifhed reputation
thould have rendered unneceffary.

Yet unexceptionable as her chara&er was in
all refpects, from a condué throughout life
ftrictly conformable to thofe principles of mo-
rality and religion, of which the had the fulleft
and moft rational conviétion ; it could notfecure
her from the malignity of a writer of her own
fex, in that comprehenfive body of fcandalous
hiftory, intitled The Atalantis, and in The Ad-
venturesof Rivella, or the Hiftory of the Author
of the Atalantis®, who in this latter piece repre-
fents her own chara@er with almoft as much
freedom, asfhe had in the former treated thofe
of others, But fuch a pen as Mrs. Manley’s can
injure no reputation but her own; and the oc-
cafion of her refentment does honour to Mrs,
Cockburn, as the only provocation to it was

L
b Printed in 1714

~

the




{
f
f
I
I
il
!

xlviii The Life of Mrs. CocKBURN.

the withdrawing herfelf from the flight ac-
quaintance, which fhe once had with Mrs.

Manley, on account of the licentioufnefs both .

of her writings and condu&. And indeed the
libeller herfelf was fo confcious of the injuftice
and enormity of her calumnies, that, upon a
remonftrance to her upon that account, the pro-
mifed to make the proper acknowledgments in
perfon to Mrs. Cockburn for her offence; but
failed of her engagement in that refpect, from
an excufable reluétance to fee one, whom fhe
had fo highly injured.

- The colletion now exhibited to the world
is fo inconteftable a proof of the fuperiority of
our author’s genius, as in a manner fuperfedes
every thing, that can be faid upon that head.
But her abilities as a writer, and the merit of
her works, will not have full juftice done them,
without a due attention to the peculiar circum-
ftances, in ‘which they were produced; her
carly youth, when the wrote fome ; her ‘very
advanced age, and ill ftate of health, when fhe
drew up others; the uneafy fituation of her
fortune, during the whole courfe of her life;
and an interval of near twenty years, in the vi-
gor of it, fpent in the cares of a family, with-
out the leaft leifure for reading or contempla-
tion: After which, with a mind fo long divert-
ed and encumbered, refuming her ftudies, the
inftantly recovered its intire powers, and in the
bours of relaxation from her domeftic employ-
ments purfued, to their utmoft limits, fome of
the deepeft inquiries, of which the human
mind is capable,
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