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Numb, 1.
Letter of advice to ber Son, —

My pear Sow,

HERE are fo many frares in the public

way of life, to which your fex are generally
obliged, and fo many pernicious praétices,
which would give horror in the other fex, that are
fcarce looked on as faults in yours, that a tender
parent, anxious for the real good of all her chil-
dren, cannot but have fome concerns peculiar for
thofe of that fort, and be defirous to offer fome
particular cautions'to an only fon, before he enters
on the ftage of the world. And as the firft regards
of all rational beings muft be evidently due to him,
who is the author of that being,’ I begin with

RerLrcron

It is no fmall farisfaction to me, to find, that
{ou have fo early fhaken off that diflike to, or neg-
igence of, ferious things, which young perfonsare
apt to give into, and which the greateft care in
their education often fails of removing. That fenfe,
which you now have, of the worfhip and obedience
due to the fupreme being, is the beft foundation for
virtue, that can be laid, fince it will lead you to fuch
a habit of regular devotion and refleétion on your
actions, as will not let you be eafy under any con-
tinped deviation from your duty. o
ut
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But to fortify that excellent principle againft the -

i ill example, (which you muft every
s’l?:eg! ;:c‘:fwlil;h) or fhe attacks of thofe fc.oi'fcrg
at all the reftraints of natural or revealed religion,
(which it is more than probable K:: ma} mcountclr)
who will tell you, that all your fine notions are lgn'y
the inventions of politicians, to keep the lw_or in
order; that there can be no hurt in indulging our
natural appetites ; and that all fears or om'ot
future retributions fpring enly from the ;;:lc_r; ice
of educatioh: to arm you nft Mebc :drca&
foners, and that your belief may qotd i uec
mere prejudice of education, you will do ‘l”.ccl tg
read fuch authors, as have given the moft fol axlx
rational proofs, both of natural and revealed e ﬁl-
gion. Grotius you have run over perhaps fuperfi-
cially at your fchools, and Dr‘. Clarke’s {fermons n;:
Bayle's leCture, (which 1 particularly -fccor:mc f)
you have fometimes dipped in; but read t c?m fo
as to be mafter of their arguments, 1 mean ? ar
as is neceffary for your own conviction and fecu-
rity. As for engaging to difpute, I would not ad-
vife it. Gentlemen, who deal only in ridicule, T(ric
not to be reafoned with: they may only be told,
that it is at leaft as ill manners to fcoff at what you

have a reverence for, as it would be in you, te make -

a jeft of their parents, or the fri
value.

Be careful, hawever, that whilft you profefs a re-

ligi hich deferves the moft ferious veneration,
:;lgclrocn’b:v nothing in your particular manner of ex-
ercifing it, that may give juft caufe of ridicule.
Avoid therefore all fingularity, precifenefs, or fowr;:
nefs, Be not apt to cenfure fuch, as do pot [eolf-
ferve the rules you may have prefcribed yourflf;
and freely join in 2 moderate ufe of the divesfions

ractifed among thofe you converfe with, if they -

are-not unlawful in themfelves, or diseétly lead to

what is fo. The eafier your religion fits upon yod’u‘.
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the fecurer it will be from the banters of the pro-
phane, and the more recommend itfelf to the imi-
tation of your young companions ; for nothing ali-
enates the mind from religion in that gay time of
life, or rather ives a difgutt to it fo much, as too
great aufterity of manners'in thofe, who profefs it.
Butlet no complaifance engage you in ations,
which your own confcience condemns, or induce
you to be afhamed of 'virtue, or truth 5 much lefs
to join in the laugh ::Eainft them, or wher any
thing facred is made the fubject of mirth, Be af-
fured, that however a debauchée may affect to ri-
dicule 2 man, who will not run into the fafhion-
able excefles, one 'may always venture—to affirm,
that- he does not really think temperance, fobriety,
&e. to be ridiculous things ; and that the raillery,

or rather pity, may be returned upén him on much
better grounds,

Emprrovymenr,

There is no kind of’profemon, in which a gen-
tleman can propofe to engage himfelf, that learn-
ing and knowledge in general will not make him
the fitter fors or; - if it is not immediately ufeful to
his bufinefs, (though that can fcarce happen) it
will be at leaft of great advanta his hoars of
leifure from it ; nothing being m unhappy, than
for 2 man to be forced to run away from himfelf,
for want of materials to entertain his own mind;
which a competent fkill in the languages and
fciences will af:ays fupply him with. You will
do well, therefore, to negleét no opportunity, which
your education affords, of improving yourfelf in
both, that you may acquire a habit of application °
and ftudy, without much confidering to what par-
ticular views it may hereafter be applied,

You are yet too young to make any judgment
what profeffion you will be beft qualified for, or
even to which your inclinations would moft dif-

Yo, II. pole
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pofe you'; for whatever they may at prefent be, #
little more knowledge of the world, and of your-
felf, may entirely change them. And it is of great
moment, before any particular courfe of life is re-
folved upon, to confﬂer well in a more advanced
age, what your peculiar difpofition, qualifications,
and circumftances may render you the fitteft for;
firite 2 man will acquit himfelf but ill in any em-
plcr:ymcnt, which is not adapted to him in all thefe
re :

l%ciit';lity is the profeffion you have been defigned

for from youf birth : but let no views, determine .

your choice . to that facred calling, but a fincere
defire of promoting the glory of God, and the
falvation of men. If you have not a real zeal for
thofe ends to engage you to the fervice of the
church, be not tempted by the !_Frofpe& of any
advantage or promotion in it. However, the fe-
curing a decent competency ought to have the fe-

cond place in your regard ; for, as the notions of -

the world are now corrupted, piety and virtue
alone will not fecure a clergyman from that con-
tempt, with which the generality look on perfons
.in mean and narrow circumftances : at leaft they
.will fcarce, in fo difadvantageous a light, draw that
rc?e&, which is neceflary to make his doétrine,
and example, attended to.
If upon mature confideration, you judge it beft
for you to take holy orders, be careful, that your
life be regular and unblameable ; your converfa
tion chearful without lightnefs, ufeful and edifying
without being rigid or cenfotious; your actions
ftriét and refolute in matters of real vice or virtue,
. but conformed to the cuftoms and opinions of thofe
you live among in matters of indifference; for in
fuch things there are greater and lefs reftraints ex-
pected from, er liberties indulged the clergy, in
different parts even of eur own country, to which
a prudent man will always bave regard. But m

1}
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kind of vice is, Ithink, any where thought allow-
able in them; even by the moft profligate. Thofe,
who would laugh all other fort of men out of every
thing that is ferious, or regular; would be the firft
to expofe and deride the leaft libertine, or difor-
derly ation of one in holy orders. And asall men

expect and reverence in them a conduét fuitable to

their character, it is none of the leaft advantages—
towards maintaining .it, which is peculiaf to their
profeffion, that they are exempted from one of
the greateft temptations and difficulties, which piety
and virtue has to ftruggle with in moft other fta-
tions, the importunities or fcoffs of the gay part
of the world; a conﬁg&cra’tion, which ‘has deter-
mined fome perfons to the facred funétion, as the
beft fecurity for thofe, who may not have fortitude
enough to withftand fuch atracks from without,
confcious of too weak a complaifance, or eafinefs
of nature, which has \often helped to undermine
the firmeft refolutions : and this perhaps may here-
after be fome motive to you.
. Your prefent fancy (for I can call it nothing elfe
yet) feems moft towards the army ; though I be-
lieve with little profpect of its ever being your lot. -
There is fomething indeed in the bright fide of the
profeffion of a foldier, that is apt to ftrike the ima-
gination of young perfons. Honour, which they par-
ticularly claim, glory, fatigue, and dangers in a
noble caufe, opportunities of - feeing the world,
warlike mufic, and even their garb, all contribute
to raife ideas, which warm and animate a youthful
active fpirit; and thofe, who have intereft enough
to be called to that profeffion, with advantage, and
a hopeful profpect, may find their account in it
But there is another fide of the perfpetive dark
and difcouraging. The jealoufy which this naticn
has of a ftanding army, -makes very little regard
be paid to thofe gentlemen, who are of it in time
of peace : at leaft, it feems to me to be from that
K2 fpirit,
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fpirit, that one may obferve them to be every'where
looked on, as if they were a diftiné& people from
the body of the nation, and a great fhinefs of con-
verfing, or being intimate with them, except in
fome few, who look on that as an unreafonable

rejudice. When there is no war to carry them a--
groad, they are moved about.from place to place,
often into obfcure and remote corners, where they
fuffer inconvenience, fatige, and expence, with-
out the recompence of glory, or improvement,
'having little occafions of acquainting themfelves
with the world in thofe ftationary domeftic travels;
nor have they much profpeét of advancing their
fortune in them. hatever poft they fet out in, it
is great odds, if they ever get 2 ftep higher, and
they may often have the mortification of feeing
others put over their heads, upon no greater merit
but that of a better intereft to recommend them.
As the duties of their ftation generally carry them
from all their former friendfhips and habitudes,
and leave them many leifure hours, they have
fome peculiar temptations 1o fupply the more ele-

gant entertainments they may have left, and to

fill up their vacant time, with companions of the
bottle, or other excefles, which are to be met with
in moft places: And fwearing feems, 1 know not
how, a vice almoft privileged in a foldier. Howe-
ver, there are many among them, who confCien-
tioufly forbear to make ufeof ir, and do not think
the profeffion of a foldier allows them to war againft
. heaven ; many, who having had the advantage of
*4 liberal education, and come into the army with
a tafte for les belles lettres, know how to carry an
entertainment with them into the moft unpolite of
defart regions, and can every where find ways of

employing their time, without having recourfe 0 -

thofe pernicious irregularities, which, under the

pretence of pafling away the time, deftroy the ve--

ry end, for which it was given us, 3

It
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If, by fome apparent difpofition of providence,
you fhould, on pradent mogives, be determined for'
the army (which, otherwife, it would not be advife-
able in you to feek) endeavour to affociate with of-
ficers of the charatter laft mentioned, who delight
in an_ingenious and ufeful converfation, allowing
themfelves only a chearful glafs {o far, as may pro-
mote it, ‘or fuch kind of diverfions, as may ferve to
unbend the mind, without inflaming the paffions.
But if you have not the good fortune to meet with
fuuch valuable companions, you will need the greater -
guard upon your own aétions. A man, who is
fteddy and open in.declaring at firft, a refolution
againft intemperance, and any kind of-vice, may,
withiout being unfociable, by a frank and eafy man-
ner, _abﬁam all excefles or diforders; and yet
acquit himfelf acceptably encugh, even with com-
pany,_ that are not themfelves fo referved. Inftances
of this fort of conduét are not wanting, which you
would do well to imitate: But in this you mu{{ be
conftant and refolute:- the leaft yeilding, tho’ but
once, will betray a weaknefs, that will lay you opwn
to the importunities or infults of your companions,
which will be a perpetual fnare to your virtue.

. There is no ftation, in which a Kabit of ftudy, and

~a delight in books, will be of more advantage to

you than in this, fince you may often be reduced to

havg: no other fuitable fociety, fwr does it lefs adorn

the profeffion of a foldier. :
gL Womenw.

. Lhere 1s fo great a propenfity in both fexes to de-
light in ach or.h_cr, that it cannzt be left out of con-
lfiidcra.non, in directing the conduét of either. The
benbam part of the world imagine, that this ftrong

t of nature is a fufficient excufe for all the irre-
gularities it occafions; not confidering, that thus
they rank themfelves with thofe animals, who have
::d other principle of action, but natural inftinét;

that one great ufe of reafon, by which we are
H 3 * ghiefly
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cliiefly diftinguifhed from them, is to examine, for
what ends our paffions, inclinations, and appetites,
were given us, and fo regulate them as may beft con-
duce to thofe ends; whichin general are, the prefer-
vation and perfection of our own being, and the
benefit of fociety: And thofe, who fuffer thcxr_na-
tural inclinations to run loofe and unbridled, with-
out the direction of that guide, which their being
made rational animals obliges them to follow, will
be accountable to the author of their nature, for the
neglect or mifapplication of the faeulties and pro-
penfions he has given them, and for all the confe-
quences of fuch an abufe, whether to the prejudice
of themfelves, by difordering the frame of body
and mind; or to that of their fellow creatures, in
any refpeét whatfoever : So that the bent of nature,
which men are fo apt te plead, will be far from ex-

cufing a2 mifufe of that bent, deordinate from thcv

ends, for which it was intended.

There are no tranfaétions in life, in which reflec~
tions on this kind will be more neceffary, than in
what regards your conduét with women. That
pleafure, which the generality of your fex naturally
find in coniverfing with them, has its ufe and advan-
tages; but it has its fnares and temptations too, and

. you had need to provide yourfelf with maxims en-
~tirely contrary to the notions and common praétice
of the men of the world, before you venture on 2
commerce, at once fo agreeable, arid fo dangerous.

I fpeak not of that infamous part of the fex, who

abandon themfelves to proftitution. A man muft.
have a tafte very little refined, and have but-ill

fortified his virtue, who can find any temptation in.

. {fuch: they are wretches as corrupt in their principles,
as in their pratice; as deftrutive to the morals,
as to the health and reputation of thofe, who have
any iptimacy with them. Let no pretence of diver-
fion, in jollity of wine, or humour, draw you fo
‘much as to go near them: they arc to be fhunned

; i 5
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as one would do thg plague; their fnares are not
more clegantly than jutly difcribed by the wife fon
of ‘Sirach, to whom on this fubjeét I remit you.
The dapgers, that are to be apprehended in con-
verfing with thofe of another charaéter, as they are—.
lefs grofs, are by far the more infinuating,” In the
fociety of well-bred women, who have good fenfe,
and a virtuous education, there are many real ad-
vantages to be met with. It reftrains thi: unbounded
licence of difcourfe, which men are ap: to run into
with one another; polithes their manners, and foftens
the precepts of religion and virtue, by an
agreeable way of recommending them. And diver-
fions among.thcm, whilft they are general and open,,
fuchas dancings, public walks, mufic, and the ikc’
ferve to cheer the {pirits, unbend the mind, and ar::

SN

. much fafer than many others, with which the men,

who have no tafte for thefe, often fupp! i
‘ tafte f pply their want,
Butdonot imagine, that ’womcn arc!ioybc confider-

. ¢d only as objects of your ﬂlcafurc, as the fine gen-

tlemen of the world feem, by their condu®, to do.
There is nothing more unjuft, more bafe, and barbar-
ous, than is often Fm&ifed towards them, under the
fpecious names of love and gallantry; as if they
had not an equal right, with thofe of the other fex

to be treated with juftice and honour. What would

" be thought of 2 man, who fhould take ady
: > anrage of
- the weaknefs, credulity, complaifance, or affetion

of hx.? fricn(:l, to ruin at once his innocence, his re-
putation, his fortune, and peace of mind for ever ?
Would not every one readily allow, that this was.a
great piece of villainy ? And yer this very pratice
towards women pafifes for 2 ‘trifle, the amufement
of a man of jallantry ; and is often made the fub-
Je&t of boaft and triumph. This feems to proceed
irom fhat falfe notion, mentioned above, that every
thing is allowable, for which natural inclination can
be pleaded, But do not delude yourfelf by fo irra-
tonal and pernicious 2 maxim, how plaufibly fo-

H 4 ever
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ever it may be maintained. A little refletion and
obfervation of the many ill confequences of fuch
loofe principles, may fatisfy you, tho’ our in-
clinations are not in themfelves evil, but have their
roper ends and ufes, they are only to be indulged
o far, and in fuch circumftances, as reafon, pru-
dence, and the laws of the fociety, to which we
belong, do allow. And be affured, that when thofe
\ bour?n%s are tranfgrefled, by whatever partial judg-
" ment of the wowl%ryour fex efcape their fhare of the
fuffering and geproach, which falls heavily on the
frail female fide ; they have generally a much deeper,
and blacker, in that of the guilt. .

If you poffefs your mind with a juft fenfe of thefe
truths, you will not defignedly feek, or run head-
long into, unlawful amours. But truft not to your
good principles alone: men are often drawn una-

+sares into aftions, which themfelves condcmn,ﬁrt&y |

not adverting to the danger of a temptation at firft,
or giving too much way to it. It is no more than
virtue and prudence require, to avoid all particula-

rity wherce you can have no ferious defign of fix--

ing, efpecially where you find any real {fymptoms
of a diftinguifhing inclination ; for there. is always
the greateft danger. The fafeft courfe, in fuch 2
cafe, is to break off the acquaintance inftantly,
without fo much as endeavouring to know, whether
any return would be made ; for though perfons of

folid virtue may fometimes, with innocence, indulge

a mutual affection, where it is-not convenient 10
marry ; yet they can hardly ever do it with pru-
(dence. ‘And on the firft approaches of any real
tendernefs, you fhould confider well .the confe-

quences of engaging the affections of one, whom™

you cannot marry yourfelf; and whofe circum-
ftances may probably be fuch, as make it not rea-
fonable for her to refolve againft marrying at all.
To be obliged to enter into fo clofe an union with
one perfon, whilft the affections are pre-engaged

1 to

—
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'

Letter of advice to ber fon. 121

to another, is certainly the greateft of all misfor-
tunks, and the fource of ma%y fins. But thouogrh
this fhould not happen, it is very imprudent and
unfafe, to indulge an inclination, when it cannot
end in a happy union; for no one knows how
far their paflions may carry them, if they once
give way to them. ' There are not a few—inftances
of perfons not vicioufly inclined, who have by de-
grees been drawn into attempts or compliances, which
they imagined themfelves incapable(of, and which
pavc chcd in ruin, grief, and remorfe. Yet there
is nothing, which the men of the world do with
lefs fcruple, than uﬁh% their utmoft endeavours
to gain the affe@ions of any one they happen to
like, wuhc_)ut regarding at all what the confe- -
quences of it may be ; though fuch a praétice is as
utterly inconfiftent with the true principles of ho-
nour, as with religion,

The wifeft and fafeft courfe, in the cafe 1 have
been fpeaking of, is, (as I have before faid) imme-

 diately to withdraw from the danger. But I do

not extend this to little likings, which ferve only-
to render the converfation more agreeable, and
are of no - confequence, whilft it is general, and
open ; for even in fuch you muft avoid too great
particularity, which is never without its dangers.

Sunday's Fournal.
Mong the many miftakes and falfe notions

concernin religion, I know none, thar more
generally prevails, than that of confidering it as a

thing fo entirely diftiné from the common aétions

and affairs of life, as to have norhin

| to!l gat all to do
with them, and placing the whole of religion in
one fingle branch of it. From this partial view and

miftaken
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miftaken notion, numbers, who have been cons«
vinced of the neceflity of leading a religious  life,
have thought it as neceffary to. feclude themfelves
from the world, in order to it ; and that there was
no way to heaven, but a defart or a monaftery,
The appellation of religious being fo. peculiarly
appropriated in all popifh countries to fuch reclufes,

has, no doubt, very much contributed to keep up

this pernicious notion, that religion confifts in no-
thing but prayer and contemplation; and that
thofe, who are incumbered with worldly affairs,
have nothing to do with it. Thefe devotees feem
to have forgot, that their great mafter, (who
furely beft underftood his own religion) both prac-
tifed, and taught, and ftrongly enforced, juftice,
charity, meeknefs, forgivenefs, and all the focial
virtues, which they withdraw themfelves from the
poffibility of exercifing. Upon the fame miftaken

principle it is, that many others, who continue to .
live in the world, do yet content themfelves with -

that one branch of religion ; who fpend the great-
eft part of their time in public and private de-
votions ; and, on that account, defire to be thought,
and really think themfelves, very religious perfons;
but notwithftanding are eminently defective in
moft other religious duties. They are peevifl, paf-
fionate, cenforious, uncharitable, and fometimes
even unjuft; which gives the libertine and pro-
phane, too plaufible a pretence to reproach and de-

ride religion. Another fort of men there are,

who act upon the fame principle, but in a very
. different manner : they think religion has nothing
~to do with the world, and therefore they can have
nothing to do with it. They are unavoidably en-
fagcd in a hurry of affairs; the care of the pub-
ic, the eftablifhment of their fortune, or the fup-
port of their family, engrofies all their time : how
then can they have any for religion ? If thefe bufy

people will beftow upon me a little of that leifure,
' which

\ ]
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which Sunday generally affords to perfons. in al}
ftations, 1 would afk them, whether they have
time to forgive an injury, to check a paffion, to
be temperate, juft, or charitable ? If they have,
(and I believe no one of them will venture to fay
he has not) let them but join to the pra&tice of
thefe virtues an intention of performing them,
becaufe they are injoined by the authior of their
being : let them every morning as they rife, be-
fore the buftling world breaks in.upon them, of-
fer the actions of the day to him ; and every night,
when the bufy fcene is fhut, even whilft they are
undreffing, if they really have no other leifure for
it, humbly and earneftly afk pardon for what has
been done amifs ; and let them gladly embrace the
opportunity, which one day in feven offers for a
more folemn worfhip : Such a life as this, I dare
affure them, may very properly be called religious,
and no man certainly can plead want of leifure
for fo much as this. * So far are our worldly con-
cerns from being inconfiftent with religion, that
they may be ordered in fuch a manner, as even to
become religion itfelf : whether we eat or drink, or
whatfoever we do, all may be dome to the glory
of God.  Did men fufficiently attend to this truth,
(of which they have the injunéion of an Apoftle
to affure them) they would not, as many do, leave
their religion behind them in their clofets ; or, as
is more ufual, defer thinking of it atall, till they

 have nothing elfe to do. They would earry it about

them wherever they go, mingle it with all the
commgn actions of life, and would then find it 2
moft eafy, familiar, delightful companion. And how-
ever men have happened fo entirely to feparate
the notion of religion from that of the common
employments of life, -methinks it is but obvious

- to reflet, that fince the author of our being ex-

atts from us a return of religious homage, and
has likewify madg thefe employments neceffary t
the
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the fupport of that being, they can by no means
be inconfiftent with each other. He would cer-
tainly have created us more felf-fufficient, lefs de-

dent on one another, and lefs difpofed for the
offices of focial life, if thefe duties, however diftinét
in idea, were not defigned to be united in pra&ice,
and mutually to promote each other.

There are indeed fome few perfons, in all the
different callings and employments of human life,
who, confcious of this truth, make the duties of
their ftation become inftances of religion, and in-
terfperfe the bufy fcene with fhort, but more im-
mediate aéts of folemn adoration.

Of this we have an example in the life of an
eminent perfon®, who has paffed through the fe-
weral important employments, to which he has
Peen called, with the efteem and admiration of all

rties, and who now, with great fufficiency, fills
one of the moft honourable pofts of this kingdom.
And. though a continual fucceffion of weighty and
intricate affairs, attended with indefatigable labour

and application, fcarcéleave him time for the ne-.

ceffary refrefhments of nature, he wants no leifure
for this ufeful method of being religious. An ha-
bitual intention of faithfully employing the great
talents he has received from, and muft give a2
account of, to the author of his being, influences
his whole conduét, and produces that uniform vir-
tue, which could be the effeét of no other prin-
ciple. It is to his being thus religious, that we
owe thit unfhaken probity, that clearnefs of inte-
grity, that impartial juftice, that candour, and uni-
verfal benignity, which compofe his unblemifhed
charafter, and make all, whofe affairs-and fortunes
are entangled in difficulties, or embroiled in cos-

* Lord Chancellor King.

tefts,

i

\ i
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tefts, pleafed to have them fubmitted to his deci-

fion, and readily acquiefce in his unbiaffed judg-
ment. :

On the ufefulnefs of [chools and ami-
verfities, for the improvement of the
mind, in right uotions of God.

HE eftablithment of fchools and univerfities

for the inftrution of youth in the moft ufe-
ful {ciences, as it has been the pratice of all civi-
lized ‘nations, fo the advantages of it are too ob-
vious to thofe, who have had the happinefs of a li-
beral education in-them, to need to be infifted on.
I would only obferve to you, that the greateft be-
nefit we can receive from them, is by opening
and enlarging our minds, to bring us to the ﬁow-
ledge of a fupreme being, upon the moft folid and
rational grounds. This is the only immoveable
foundation of moral virtue ; and without this all
our other ftudies are vain and empty, I had almoft

- faid, pernicious fpeculations. :

How poor a logician muft he be, who, whilft
he reduces reafoning to an art, and confiders the\
progrefs of his own underftanding, does not fee,
that all this a&ive thought cannot be the effeét of
heavy fenfelefs matter ; and is not from thence led
to the neceflary confequence of admitting an eter-
nal, felf-exiftent mind, from which all other think-
ing beings muft be derived ! ¥

How idly would the aftronomer be emplo yed,
who in calculating the motions of the heavenly
bodies, and obferving their order and regularity,
fhould only divert himfelf with the agrecable
amufement, without refleting what that power
muft be, which can fuftain fuch ponderous orbs,

prevent
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revent their interfering with each other; and keep
them in a conftant courfe, fo contrary to the
known laws of bodies fet in motion !

How vain, how minute a_philofopher muft he
be, who§onﬁdcring the wonderful difcoveries, that
have been made in phyfical things, where caufes
and efiefts, means and ends are fo admirably
adapted to each other, fhould afcribe all to unde-
figning chance'! .

And even in the practical {ciences, he, who
makes ethics his ftudy, who confiders the laws of
nature, and the dutics of fociety, if he leaves out
of the confideration a fupreme being, of perfeét
goodnefs and rectitude, will find he builds -on 2
very defeftive foundation. For though virtue is
indeed lovely in itfelf, commands our approbation,
apd naturally tends to the happinefs of  mankind,’
if univerfally praftifed; yet, fuch is the general
defettion from it, that the good man w'xlF often

meet with difappointments, both of that happinefs
he propofcd to himfelf, and of that, which he_en-
deavoured to procure to others by the practice of
juftice and benevolence. What then'can ferve o

keep him fteddy in this courfe of virtue ? He has
. nothing left but the approbation of his own mind ;
. and even that will begin to fail him, when he fees

the 2im and purEofc of virtue defeated.

But if, from his ideas of goodnefs, juftice, and
c?uity, he has raifed his thoughtsto the original
of thofe ideas; the author of that nature of ours,
which is fo formed, that we cannot but approve
the prattice of virtue, nor attain to our perfection
or happinefs without it he will then have a noble
and rational fupport againft all difficulties and dif-
couragements : He will contemplate an univerfdl
mind, fuperintending all his works, diftinguifhing
and approving fuch, as alt foitably to the. nature
he has given them; and cannot doubt, that abeing

of infinite power, wiidom, and goodnefs, will in
- conclu-

On the ufefulneft of [clools and univer fties, 127

conclufion, reétify and reft
2 ore all thi
Kgﬁr;tt:h:di‘trisn 3( tf;:'ﬂ: deﬁgn_cd ; }g%lszattzx:?ua:
_ofgjol e, ¢ perfection and happinefs
me late moralifts, indeed
. - L ¥ h i
th}; ::t;ral c(clhfpoﬁtlon of man'to ‘:r’ir(t)ulcla:e Cag'rled
i :;ty b f:cné the value of it is lcfﬂcdlgtl:;
; €t to a deity,
:‘2::;:;;0 ﬁ;rq,‘ as to;) intcrc}ltcdogn:??cfg?}fpeithof
. eir own fcheme, th “which
mu:f has to promote the hap;ir::fl;dgg z; T'"Ch
par ¢:i:erny1£;lnv}11dual,las involved in thar 2f ”tft;‘
blic, nade the only motive t i
oif nlt}' apdrwuh good reafon ; for thcodg“::e c);_crcxfc
ec ﬂ;cusi uf 0 natural to man, that he cannot obehag-
velid o it This s a elfifnet, which has ot
: » if he does not pl i in
iv:r(;l?cgh objeéts, nor purfue it by \5r::1; }:rlxsefr:;()dhlan
b a‘; will really prove contrary to hiss gt
e 'b nd if man is allowed to feek hi i
E:a&i’cg zf}:itl)m}c:ung that of the public a:dtxc
ot all the moral virt inly ; "
o no ‘;il;nmu}t;on of his wonll:,cs Zh:f r;}a;nilsy v:fll?han
poftpone his fhare of happinefs, and truft lth%

-fovereign of the univerfe with the final iffue of
o

his actions. This is

i a felfithnefs, which, i
;O?zfgalggﬁimq& enlarge and hcightc,n,mfat:a?v;{
that virt:c‘gtr”m €: nay, may we not rather fa
whilft it has no fer?;: 6:3::?}150“3&)" be'complc:’;:
he flands to the author of his gt i
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On the credibility of the biflorical parts
' of Scripture.

H E credibility of the ll;i‘:ﬁ?rgcz:il &ar(t):t; Sdcirégr

ture™ feems to me to be foun iy

nger ground, than that of any

ri?lt’ ;}i\?gor:yu?htgoiniﬁangc, Cefar’s Cmmlzmle::
. c{' beft autiwrity-, which containing only a re :c
:fo: of things, that were ir}\‘ no W,fcld“;);n::?;ﬁ-

ions of men, ‘there cou .
‘Sllz f;\&t_:g}cs ag'} them remaining to po eré;);, a.l;)::
which to judge what credit he had };n Pe
herein he writ, with thofe, who mig tt_ iy
‘l:/e informed of the tr:th; ?12 :Val['l:go;it,h; e
av g
r?at;xc:'trf&tg?tth:v:hmory, but the 'Pmbablht'ly'e of
%‘tfar’: fincerity and impartiality in his owx.mt tc::wuh
W hereas, the holy Scriptures, being w: e
defign to eftablifh a peculiar faith an o
thei gfucccfs in that defign feems to me an I
Zihm thar thofe things, which they relate, w .
ol to be true, by ‘a confiderable number
kn:f:x?s who lived in that time, wherein ;_cl::cy };x'c
gd to be done. For otherwife I do ?::V st
'xbey could poffibly have ever been b}em wondcl:rful
fefling (as they all along do) that the g
tfxin % which they mention, were done in t cnum-
“of mgar;y hundreds of perfons, and that grm?ﬁ[:lcr
%ers were converted at ;h? ﬁghtdocf) );}\:f(i:; Sm; mean;
ich was givi en fo fure an
wml::o?v?s\%;\:lt[}‘x%ﬂhey wrote the truth or r:iorr, :S
;c:uﬁ cer,tainly have overthrown their own defign,
if their pretences had been falfe. ol
‘ So that we do not folely rely upon A
lity of the writers of the holy bcr;ptiures ? it
t;gth, but upon the fenfes, and judgment o

frit

~

feribed to be a city, wherein dwelleth ri

On moral virtue, &c,
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firft converts to Chriftianity ; in a2 matter, which
they were competent Jjudges of, the miracles being
fenfible; and jn 2 caufe, which they were ‘noe
likely to be partial for, being fo oppofite to all

the prevailing vices of mankind, and fo ligcle for
their fecular intereft, ;

. Y o
On moral virtne, and s natural tep

dency 2o bappimfs.

’I"HE practice of moral virtue does natu-

rally tend to the happinefs of men, that fome
of the antient philofophers have Placed their fum-
mum bomam in ity and certainly they came very
near the truth, fince heaven itfelf, the reward,
which revelation has Propofed to thofe, who endea..
vour to perfect themfelves in virgue here, is de-

ghteoufnefs,

But this natural tendency of moral virtye to the

happinefs of mankind has, on the other hand,,
tempted fome perverfe minds to decry it, as a
mere invention of politicians, to keep the feveral -
focieties of men. in good order ; though this, by
which they intended o deny, does in reality evi-
dence, the unalterable nacyre of moral good and
evil; for no laws of politicians could make virtue
ferve 1o Promote the public good, if it did not fo
of its own nature, that is, from jts {uitablenefs to
the nature of mankind, and from the unalterable
relations of things, eftablifhed by the reétitude of )
the divine nature. And where can we find 2 foun-

i id, more facred, more unchange-
able! Let the moft artful Machiaviliay
@n make injuftice, cruelty, treachery, and ingra-
titude, by any laws in their favour, ferve to pro-
mote the good of focictyi'aud if he cannot (as [

You, Il believe

i
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believe no one will fuppofe that he can) let then
fuch perverfe reafoners confefs, that moral good is
not made- fo by the laws of menj and that thofe
laws only give their fanétion to that, which in it-
felf is unalterably good, and neceffary to the hap-
pinefs of mankind.

But fuch is the ingenuity of depraved man to
draw evil out of good, that becaufe the prattice of
moral virtue does indeed generally advance the
happinefs of particular men, as well as. of focieties;
therefore a late author has maintained, that man
has no difpofition to virtde, no motives to it, or
*fenfe of it, but from felf-love and felf-intereft. If
one, who argues thus, belies his own fentiments, to
vility or depreciate this greateft excellence of man,
his capacity for the moft generous heights of vir-
tue, how ought he “to be abhorred ? If he’ fpeaks
from what he feels in himfelf, if he is of that
wretched frame of mind, never to have felt the
pleafure of a benevolent difpofition, the delight of
doing good without any thought of advantage
from it, how is he to be pitied? But were all
mankind of the fame fordid make, from whence
could come that joy, that tranfport, which we find

on the bare hearing of fome noble beneficent aétion,
‘done many ages ago, or at the greateft diftance
from us? If no man found in himfelf any other

Erinciplc of action but felf-intereft, how could we

ave any notion of a generous benevolence? How
-could we expeét any one to aét from-a public fpi-

rit 7 Whence could come that contempt, which we
have even of beneficial ations, when, we perceive
them to'be done on views of felf-intereft ; and on
the contrary, that high efteem, which we find for
fuch, as are done folely for the good of others,
without any-profpeét of advantage to the actors?

And whart rational account can we give of the

condué of thofe worthy Romans we fo much ad-

mire, who facrificed every private advantage, and
1 : defpifed

~ Some indeed are fo ni

Notes on Cbrijiianity as old as the Creation 1 3 T

defpifed their-own lives for the i

> :
:}Z:o?%ﬂd la:n action fo herc%c:l(liyoiitr}:fxlgl%?ug-
ety ?_X;‘f_l{!: be pcrformcd on fMotives of ,fclff
. faé’t' lelt-intereft, withour any. fenfe of, or f;
isfaction in the good he was daing ? How,incro:-.

fitent is this wi .
i 1s this with the very nature of the action

Weé may then conclude
good has a real excellence in
to the very frame of our

'that virtue or moral
itfelf, and fuitablenefs

f ; s abfolute] is
own happinefs, fince the vices of cog'h::’::ﬁ;gfthl:z

evil o in, from which h
i ) ¢ cannot i
t(;lrf, v:fdlzzftcn d_lﬁurb himin a ﬁ:tz rf(’)(:: r?r?:crl:(lim(;
vims: \.cvi]l hap;;(mefs; yet this we may fay, thcat

e maxe a man pafs his time with th
f::tain trar}thty here, and give him the mol‘s
profpeét. of compleat felicity hereafter.

- c¢, as to think the

?o ;xrcoa;';a fogu?:;::nary gg end for hcroicrcx;‘:gj
: can only fi if ;

of nature of thofe rcwardsr,) };vhfg:‘ ?zs n;:)}i';c

cellent divine R
Serfedtion offli rf:i obferved, are themfelves the

Notes on Chriftianity as old 45 tbe\ Cre-

atwn, ;

TH E author takes no nog;
t ce of that ge ’
e l;or;;glpt;on nd degeneracy of manners,gw’;xei?}f
pod folx)- .1 ofophers were fo much ar 2 lofs to ac-
et ;rcnor feems aware, how little the bulk of
o capable of difcovering the obligations
> Or of the want of authority in tho?e, thaf
2

: do,

"
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do, to enforce it on them : he afferts, that all men
are capable of it, contrary to plain falt.

It is no jult objection againft revealed religion,
that it has not becn made known to all men, and
in all ages ; fince neither has God given all men

ual capacities or opportunities of knowing his

will by the light of nature.

The abufes of church government, and pofitive

duties, are no arguments, that they were not de-
figned by God for the good -of mankind ; any
more than tyranny, the evils, that factious and am-
bitious men have brought upon the world, and the
grievous burdens, which the chicanery of lawyers
has introduced, are arguments, that civil govern-

ment and human Jaws are not for the good of man--

kind. Religious inftitutions being neceflarily com-
mitted to the care of men, human paffions. and
interefts will of courfe mingle in them as with
other things. A declaimer againft all laws and %z-

vernment might find more ample matter in
ftory from the abufes of them, than all the ill vk
of the power of the clergy, and the ftrefs laid wpon
pofitive duties, will afford.

Pofitive duties not arbitrary, but adapted ®©
change of circumftances therefore variable,

at-all times defigned as helps to the performanct
of moral duties, and equally obligatory to al
., where enjoined, though fome might poffibly havt
artained the end without them. s
No more tyranny in enjoining ceftain forms,
poftures, or habits, in religious worfhip, though
things in themfelves indifferent, than in king
fubjecting all, who come to their courts, to particy:
slar forms, ceremonies, and drefs, otherwife indif
ferent; and diftinguifhing his principal officers by
fome peculiar mark. Why is not a white ftaff, and
kneeling to kifs the king’s hand, as much tyrangf
or fuperitition, as a white furplice, of kaeel =
religious worfhip? ‘ i

Notes on Chriflianity as old as the Creation, 1 33

Our views are too limited to jud
;nc;lnﬁ;nﬁte of ti;c um.vcrfc: we kk{owgleitgz t(?fc t%xao;
s {n,. of which we inhabit a part, and Iefs
d rksa-t relation it ftands in to the wh&gof Goc;’
n:o 5 :mrfczu} determine what refpeéts the usf
havlﬂclmmn Od:crwxc}(eq-mcn in a future ftate nfa
vernment of :hcounli‘:rscrcf?amlrfc sr;xlfn iy s go{
A ifer
be the neceffary confequence of vicyclsina”t?lzc?i;co

:2); ?l?: inbrfl;:: other ? Would it be juft in God
kg o kx;atc and incorrigibly wicked, wi:l?x
virtuous ;;lsf go:df ?—faI‘? :‘:;tantdh: P » o
| od 7 If not, then an im "be-
;)n‘gi,nal;fcz:&mly fxr;_conr\l.gxblc and impcni‘trézgalml:zcﬁ{
of fuffering proportionate to his de-

merit, i i
t, though without any view of his amendment ;

. mifery being reafenably to be fuppofed as neceffary

acanfequence of vi i i
lifc’I.‘h Sccthargcﬂ ;:‘; ’tg au eternity, as in this fhory
+hough it be true, that nothing cou

lr:xtt.::;il for divine revelation, that cgntra:ili(cl”tcbg 3‘3}
e r-h:ngnons of good and evil, or inconfiftent
Ahile focﬁnoonﬁmblc atributes of God; yer it
g w,h that nothing can be matter of re-
Seton, bu  what reafon could antecedently dif-

oo % re are many truths, which may be ve
e ar;'ms to know, which reafon couK‘l by rg
s, ge us of, though very confiftent with it
Pmitmcvr ed; for inftance, God’s acceptance of

Thcr(c mners, and the refurretion of the dead
b is nothing propofed to be believed in
therf e, whxc.h we do not underftand, though
i rl:eaythti);gcshff&::i? rai}f;'.fdil about the manner
ed, which we cannot

f:)tm lheﬂ-(h@ manner,. how thofe things are gl‘:).

ﬁandian o%;c& of our faith, than of ouyr ’unda'
im:llignile hﬁmﬁdmm themielves may be very
gk, ugh we know nothing of the mag-
m, as there are many fuch in natural

I3 things 3

|
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things, To inftance only. in one, the foul and body
mutually operate on each other, is a very intelli-
gible propofition ; yet how it is poffible for thought
to excite motion, and to be excited by it, is ut-

On the infallibility of the chyre), %f Rome, 13 s

you feem to fuppofe fuch an abfol L

ik, o b g ol
paration, if the church does not err i ohi e ofa

ceflary to falvation ; - which moft 1l £2ings ne-

N\

-

terly inconceivable to us.

There is nothing in revelation, that reprefents

God as arbitraty, tyrannical, or an objeét of ter-

ror to any, but the obftinately wicked. The whole
tenor of the Gofpel is a declaration of the exceed-
ing love of God to mankind, and the ftrongeft
motives of love and gratitude to him ; nor is there
any thing fuperadded ro patural religion in all the
dodrines of it, but greater incitements or affiftances
to the performance of moral duties.

No one perfon, who fincerely believed the do- .

&rine of fatisfaction by Fefus Chrifft, as delivered in
the Scriptures, ever imagined it a reafonable con-
{equence from it ; that fince God was fo ready to
ardon finners, and to facrifice his innocent fon,
wickednefs muft be more acceptable to him than
innocence ; a thought, which perhaps never entered
any head but the author’s, as it muft have done,
had it been a natural inference.
Sacrifices, though not in themfelves acceptable
to God, yet may have proper influences on the
minds of men, and on that account be worthy of

God to appoint. s

O she ‘infalibilty of the chirch &

Rome, ’

SIR,
Y the pofition laid down in your letter, viz.
¢ That there can be no conftant obligation to

LW unity,, but on the fuppofition, that the church.

¢ will not err in things neceffary to falvations”
\ [ yo

church cannot de, for to err ; oy ‘i
:hncfe to be a church ; and Cbr:/nI f:f ‘;I)rf)}:::isd N hto
gates of hell fhall not defiroy it.” Bug i i
glc conﬁdt;r;d, whether tﬁh_c,church, ora corlltﬁc'is v
¢ part of it, though aining all truths g /era}-
;mgﬂ}zry to ﬁ_zﬁvatxan,.m Y not mingle Wi[h/btgtey
[ﬁfnc crr((;r; in doctrine, and corruptions in wcm
bllp, and fo 1mEofc them, that j¢ will be im (f)]‘:-
i€ to continue in her communion withou P din
mgfm thofe errors and\ corruptions, na w[ _Lom-
5?062:5 fhemhcto be divine truths ; wh};,ch lttht?f:u
cive them to be errors, c’ ith
_;:];u%;lcat d:[ngcr of their falvation ?n?&‘:]td ?h:,tlf:}el;
B :f cthc,r any part of the church being con-
e thcoc: errors, by comparipg them with
o il written word of God, be not only a-
ed, but obliged to reform herfelf . the oo

uence of which will unavoidably be 2 fu i
j rr:j)mrthefextt:rnal communion of thar parrpa:?}:;(c)g

v ptﬁc es fuch errors and corruptions jn »:/orfhi
Ly .neceflary conditions ofp her communiog,
madonppca}:ﬁs }:o have been the cafe- 4 the Refor-
e chl:r“lll -c rwas rather a feparation of than from
o ch; fmce that, which reformed, was ag
to r(:forl%r)lax-’t a(:xd d:):l}cliu:l?t,f;ath“’f iz

5 rate from itfelf,
;::nﬁ: tfcl:clf :h]i)nart of the church, by freeing i,tfgz'
e f;a ai were contrary to the plain
o chur(;h. € prallice of the primitive
ut here your other difficulry wi
. ' ulty will occur, «

: Ceveral churches, differing ir¥ faith, .arl:cri,df-ui Iiow
3 o;nmumon to one another, can al] pe pa;—ri r;)%
pl. bocncenca;hogc church‘ ” To refolve which it
quired, whaf 18 meant by differing in

% Saith?
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faith ? If by this is underftood differing in things
neceffary to [alvation, 1 grant that churches fo dif-
fering  cannot” all be parts of the one catholic
church ; for as the holding of all things abfolutely
neceflary to falvation is effential to the eing of
> the church, an agreement in fuch nec truths
is that, which Conftitutes its unity. Bue this hin.
ders not, that churches differing in matters not ¢f-
Jential, though of importance, may be parts of
the one catholic church, by virtue of their agree-
ment in effentials 3 as the Fewifh and Gentile converts
no doubt were, whilft they differed in fo impor-
tant "a point, as the obligation to obferve the ce-
remonial law ; and whilft the firft thought it un-
lawful to admit the Gentiles into the communion
of the church at all. And the high debates, which

have been long kept up between feveral ordersin’

the church of Rome, fhew, that even they efteem
difference in matters, thought very wcighg; by the
contending parties, not inconfiftent wi ing
members of the fame church.
As to the other part of your queftion, « How
¢ feveral charches denying communion to one anc-
¢ ther, can all be parts of the one catholic church
1 believe it is allowed on all hands, that this may,
and has feveral times been fo, in the cafe of an un-
juft cenfure, either of particular men or churches,
_As in the famous inftance of Pope Viftor's ex-
\communicating all the 4fien churches, for fo in-
confiderable a matter, as differing from him about
the time of keeping Eafler. ¢ ;
Apd if the fame fpirit of over-valning fmal
things, and too little regarding the union of the
church, has divided fome Proteftants in their ex-
ternal communion, though otherwife agreeing #
effentials: or if the Roman church deny them her
" communion, for refufing to join in her con:{
"stions, though agreeing with her in fundamentals;
1 fee not why all thefe may ngt be parts of e
‘ oot

On the infallibility of the church of Rome, 1 37

one catholick church, by virtue of their holdi
the fame catholic faith, the ancient creeds ; as we
as the Eaftern and Weftern churches are,_allowed -
to have been, though, by VifZor's rath cenfure. die
vided :F their external communiaon. ’
Divifions of this kind are certainly very mifchi
vous, as they break charity, give gyxmcabdal'te;
the enemies of Chriftianity, and by many ways
occafion the lofs of mens | vation ; fo that thofe
by whofe wilful fault they are caufed, or pmmo:
wd_’ are, no doubt, in a moft heinous dogrcé of
guilt. And therefore the Fathers might well, out
of a laudable zeal forthe peace, and bonour: and
union of the church, fay very fevere things con-
cerning the danger of feparating from her ; and in
the particular cafes, which under general exprel-
fions they commanly had in view, thofe fevere
fayings might be ftrictly true; though every f \
ration is not a feparation from the chuic "ﬁt:;
pot cut off :b?fc, who feparate, from the futernal
communion of it, nor involve them in ¢ i
fchifm. The Fathers had not all xhl;hc ﬁéiimaxg
cales, that might happen in the church, under con-
fideration. Had the Trent creed .been introduced
in their.time, who were jealous of the leaft addi-
tion to the received creeds ; or had they feen pray-
€rs to famt..s, worlhip of images, half communion,
divine fervice in an unknown tongue, 5¢. made
neceflary terms of communion, they would "no
doubt have changed their language, and faid with
the prophet, Come out of ber, my people,
~ However, it will nat 2 r upon an imparti
€xamination, that when tzl?f?athg.r; fpoke gf tl}?lc
danger of feparating from the church, they meant
any particular fet of men, or church of one denomi-
nafon, in whofe external communion all were
bound to unite. = But whatever appearance their
fayings may have, they are of no authority to di-

rect our faith, further than they are fupported by
. Scrip-

—
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Scripture, If there were any fuch church, which

139

muft be known by certain notes or marks, no Anfwer 1o g qac_’//ion in the Gentleman’s 3
doubt the Scripture would have given us fuch plain Magazine. i =
diretions to find her, as no fincere enquirer could

been miftaken in. But fince all the texts,
mﬁh thofe of the Romifb church found her infal-
“libility upon, fall very fthort of fuch a 41r9&10p,
I fee not how we can be more fecure of being in
union with the catholic church, by an cxtcr{ml
communion with the church of Rome, t_han,w:gh
the church of England, who is united with her in
all thofe things, on account of which fhe is allowed
to be ¢ part of the church, and divided from her
in fuch things only, as manifeft her to be a corrupt
part, fuch as fhe has introduced contrary to the
lain word of God. This feems to me fo juftifia-
gle a caufe of feparation, that it cannot poffibly- .
hinder thofe, who thus throw off the woed, and bay,
and flubble, (as St. Paul {peaks) which had been

In the Magazine ‘for May 1737, is- propofed
the follvwing queftion':

QuesTiow,

F felf-prefervation be the rime law of nature,
and the fole end, for whicE men enter into fo-
ciety ; and if the magiftrate has no power but what
is derived from the people ; and if the people have
no power over their own ‘lives ; whether the jurif-
| diction of the magiftrate can lawfully, and confift-
ently with thefe principles, extend to the life of
the fubject ? And if it does, will not the fame rea-
fons juftify fuicide ?

antably laid on the foundation, from re- Eap-Lathian, Yours, &,
::l:na;:g foung parts of the church, whilft the other, Mg Cremens,
~ who retain thofe fuperinducements, may likewife
continue a part, though an wnfound part of ir. 1| Tte QuesTion anfwered,
hope, Sir, what 1 have faid, may fuggcf't fome- Mi Unnss
+ thing to your own thoughts, which may give far- . ’

ther light to clear your difficulties, and heartily
wifh you that peace, which I enjoy in the commu-
nion of the church of England ; to which if I can
contribute in any degree, it will be a grear fatif-

-8 IR,

Your Magazine for May laft did not reach ns
at this diftance till the middle of July 5 otherwife I
fhould fooner have fent an anfwer to the queftion,
propofed in it p, 260, dated from Eaft-Lothiany
and figned Clemens. Perhaps others may have been
bgforehand with me: howevér, as different folu-
tions of important difficulties are of ufe, you may
pleafe to infert the following anfwer in your next.

If felf-prefervation be the prime law of nature,
(as is fuppofed in the queftion) it is plain no man
can have a right t6 sate away bis own life, becaufe
this would be 3 right inconfiftent with that prime
law, and imply a contradicion, viz, a right to do
a thing, which by the prime law of narure he is ob-

fi g(’d

faltion to

Your moft bumble Servant.
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liged not to do. But on the other hand, if flf-

refervation be the prime law of nature, it muft
foliow, that every man has a right to defend bis
own life againft- any other, who attacks it, even at
the expence of the life of that other, if he can no
way elfe fecure himfelf. This then is that right
y (the right of felf-defence) which every man in fo-
ciety has givelt up to the magiftrate, excepting
cafes of extreme exigence, where recourfe cannot
be had to public authority.

If the le had a right (for 1 chufe to ufe
that word rather than power) over their own lives,
and upon entering into fociety had refigned that
right, it would follow, ‘that the fupreme magif-
trate might take away every man’s life at pleafure,
But as the people never could have any fuch right,
all the right they can give, and all the magiftrate

can derive from them, is, a right of defendmg the -

innocent againft the injurious ; which can only ex-
tend to the life of the fubjet, fo far as is neceffary
for the fecurity of the fociety, 2 reafon, which will
in no cafe juftify fuicide.

I fhall'be glad to hear, that this gives fatisfaction
to your correfpondent, and am,

o e v ST E
22, 1737 Your bumble Servant,
Mr. UrBan,

1 find there are feveral anfwers to Clemens, in
{our Magazine for July, before I had fo much
eard of his queftion; \and I think your ingenious
correfpondents have faid enough to fhew the Gen
tleman, who in Fune p. 344 remarks upon it, that
thofe, who derive the authority of the fupreme mz
giftrate from the people, need not be puzzled with

- Clemens’s query, viz. *“ Whether the people have

‘% not as-good a right to take away their own lives,
& a5

. Anfiver to a queftion, &, 141

“ 45 to give the magiftrate authority to do iz.”
Yet I do not fee, that any of their anfwers have fi

perfeded mine: the folution T have given may ferve —

to enforce the truths they have afferted, and to ob.-
viate fome objections, o which they may be liable
for want of having explicitly fhewn, as I haye
plainly done, how the whole ‘body of the people
can give the civil magiftrate a. right to take away
lif, though not one of.them has a right to
take away his own ﬁnc‘c\it is certain, as the Gen-
tleman in p. 3;4 Juftly rema;‘ks, that no man can
give more authority to another than he ir1-
felf, which objection my anfwer has intgflyhur:
moved ; and two of - your correfpondents, p, 411

422, (efpecially the laft) do indeed imply thar.
which I have more directly laid down to be the
only folid foundation for the authority of the ma-

. giftrate over the life of the fubje, as derived from

the people, viz. their having given u i

right, which every man mu%tghave l?yt‘t)h: nl{:\;h::'
nature, to defend his life or property againt an
one who arracks it. But as this is not exprefled il‘yl
either of their anfwers, I am perfuaded mine will
not be thought unufeful te fet thar important mar-

ter in the cleareft light. This is a foundarion
el

which leaves not the leaft ground, upon which te
Juftify the unnarural erime of fuicide, and takes off
all neceflity of having recourfe to the immediate
appointment of God for the authoriry of the cixil
magiftrate to punith with death, And I believe
the gentleman, who afferts ‘this to be the cafe
would.bc more puzzled on his fide, to fhew a;
what time, or in what manner, God has given any
authority to fupreme magiftrates, diftinét from that
which himfelf owns they receive from the pcoplc’
Xho, he fays, « have a power of chufing and al>
s figning over this fovereign authority to one or
. many, according to the conftitutions of the fe-
* veral ftates and kingdoms in the world.” Bue
4 : how

N
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how could they do this, if that authority was not
firft vefted in themfelves ? Since, as was before ob-
ferved, no man can give more authority to ano-
ther than he has himfelf: and that the people have
v this autharity, is plain from one of thofe very texts,
which he brings to fupport the contrary doctrine,
Gen. ix. 6: Whofo fbeddeth man's blood, by man fball
bis blood be fbed. For this is not an authority gi-
ven to magiftrates, but a law given to Noab and
his fons, and in them to all mankind. The people
derive indeed the authority to ‘punifh with death,
(as they do the right of felf-defence and all other
natural rights) from the immediate appointment of

ment, and to affign over to their governors, what-
ever power is neceffary for the chty of the focie-

. The other texts, Rom. xiii. which the gentle-
man ‘builds upon, muft be underftood in a fenfe
confiftent with fa7; and it is very evident, that all
the governments, that are, or have been in the
world (excepting the particular cafe of the I{i'aelim )
were of human inftitution, whether eftablifhed by
force, or by compaét, and muft be maintained

le. And yet government is very properly faid
fo' be the onydinagnce of God,"as h:;yis th?:eG);)d of
order, and author of that rational and focial na-
. ture, of which government is a neceffary confe-
) quence. - = :
I am, Sir,

Yours, &c,

God ; but he has left to them to inftitute govern- .

‘.~ cither by the exprefs or tacit confent of the peo-

Remarks on My, Seed’s Jermon, &e, 143 ‘

Remarks on My, Seed’s Sermon,
. moral virtyes,

on

T is furprizing to obferve, how fafh;
mtcrt{ﬁc'd fcheme of morality is g‘r}gv%?lal;l;;:c
our late writers ; which I think can no way be acg
counted for, but from their zeal againft );hc falfe
infinuations of the Charatteriftics, and that ﬂronc
bias in human nature, which inclines men in avoidg- '
1§ Onc EXLIEME o run into the other. Of this we
ik at the Reftoration,
_abhorrence of ‘the f; i
the generality of the nation bcc(;rrnmccra;}]x};lx)rc)f:rc{;'
nothing fo much, as having any appearance of relj.
gion. ~ And now, becaufe a celebrated author hag
reprefented-any regard to futyre rewards as dange--
fous to virtue, tending to render it felfith or m%r-
cenary ; thofe writers muft needs haye it, that
;vithour a certainty of future rewards, or withour
elfith regards, there could be no obligation to vir-
;ﬁ;ﬁ?}; ((iiutt"”yoat‘:, a.;l. On;:_ of thefe, who has lately
| olumes of very judicion
:l:in in that upon the foundat{m{ of m;rﬁirt';o;:;
- opted the interefted fcheme, may well be pre-
pt:'rcr:;clie::z ?:\;;eb}zlcn fw?yed by that ftrong bias?rfo
! th€ heat of oppofition. He fe
have juft notions of vireye and of hu i
tue, man nature
?xr:}i evcfn a tafte of that exquifite and delicate de.
gt of communicating happinefs to others : and
gzt having ‘the €rrors in view, into which Lord
[eutiﬁ/&uy, and his followers, had by thefe fine
= oxmenfts been led ; (for that thofe are the authors
ik :)5? es bIS Plain, by his talking of « harangues
e e abftract beauty, and intrinfic valuablenefs
Of virtue, and of attempts to build morzlity on

* Difcourfes upon fey, :
eral 2
Seed, M, A, vol.l;fJ Scrm.rx 6,25;"[“: St

by Feremiak
17. third edition. 7
" 113 tbc




" treme could only . be counterbalanced by another,
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« the ruins of religion”) he runs off from that juft
defence, which his own notions of virtue and na-
ture might have fuggefted to him, and falls into
the depth of the interefted fcheme, as if one ex-

1 do not know, whether this fet of writers have
borrowed their notions from one another 3 but if
not, it is ftrange they fthould fympathize in fuch
odd, and nat very obvious ones, as many of them
have urged on this fubjeét. This author, among
the reft, tefls us®, that what would be highly rational,
and confequently virtue, upon the fuppofition of a
foture ftate, would be madnefs, and confequently
not virtue, if that were left out of the account,
When I firft met with this notion, I thought it fo
fingular and extravagant, that it needed only to
be taken notice of as fuch ; but I now find it is

common topic of thofe writers, -

Remarks upon an Inquiry into the ori:
gin of buman appetstes and affeltions,
HE author of 2 late Inguiry into the origin of
- l the buman appetites and affeitions, &c. has at-
tacked fome remarks in the Hiffory of theworks of th
learned, on the notes to Archbithop King’s Origin of
‘Ewvil,in fo gentle a manner, that onewould think his
chief defign in it, was to thew the young gentle-
men, for whofe ufe his book is intended, the art
of evading, or of raifing a mift about arguments,
that will not bear anfwering. The firft argument,
» on which he has difplayed his art, is to this pur-

pofe: If there was no fitnefs or fuitablenefs in -
wverence, from a creature to his creator, antecedent

b Serm. xvi. p. 409,
(]

Remarks upon an inquiry, e, 143

to the will of God, and the happinefs he has an-
nexed o it; then God might Srgjgindly have an-.
nexed the haj)pincﬁ of his creatures to their irre-
wverence towards him, and fo made that their duty.
If this appears an abfurd fuppofition to thofe, who
deny any antecedent fitnefs or unfitnefs in things,
itis 2 plain giving up their caufe ; for there can be
no abfurdity in that fuppofition, if the fitnefs or
fuitablenefs of reverence from the creature to the
creator depends folely on the creator’s will, and -
the happinefs he has made confequent upon it;
ﬁncc] (;n akt cafe, his willing the direct contrary
would make irreverence as fit, or i
the nature of both, ', e S
Now what does our author fay upon this ? Why
truly he fays a great deal about feveral matters,
that have juft as much to do with the argument,
as i3 neceffary to make his readers lofe fight of it 5
and gher} };tc comes to tell us, * That when a cer-
*“ tan fyftem is once refolved upon, to fuppofe
“ the fubjets of it might be uggcr othcrps:r):d
* contrary obligations, than what do neceflarily
“ arife out of its eftablifhment, is to fuppofe the\
“ author of it anwilling, what be had before willed,
“ Irreverence therefore (fays he) could never be-
* come a duty, even on our principle of deducing
“ all duties from a confideration of the divine
“ will” This may pafs for an anfwer through a
mift of words, but the argument urges, that up-
on their principles, who deny any antecedent fit-
nefs or unfitnefs in things, God might originally
that is, before he had willed reverence to be a du:
ty, have willed, that irreverence fhould be fo. And
this fure is not fuppofing him to unwill what he
had willed before ; nor could this fenfe be eafily
miftaken ; for the word originally is diftinguifhed
in this gentleman’s quotation by a different cha-
racter, as if it was thought to mean fomething ;
Vor. I, K and
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aiid if it had any meaning at all, it could be no
other than what 1 have here explained. The ar-
%\m:m‘ fpeaks of what God might have willed be-
ore this fyftem was created, and he anfwers with
what the prefent conftitution of things  requires.
However, if God enjoins reverence, becaufe it
promotes his defigns of creation, and forbids irre-
verence, becaufe it has a contrary tendency, as this
writer afterwards tells us; what is'this, but that
antecedent fitnefs and unfitnefs we contend
for? If there was no tendency in the nature of
things to promote, or to hinder God’s: defigns in
the creation, evety thing would be equally fit for
him to command ; which is the abfurdity the argu-
ment was intended to expofe 3 and there is no way
toget clear of it, but by owning an antecedent
fitnefs in the nature of things, as this writer has
here done, even whilft he is denying it. For if God
has enjoined reverence on account of its tendency
or fitnefs to promote the defigns of creation, it
muft have that tendency antecedently to his
willing it ; nothing can be plainer than this.

The next paffage our author attacks is this que-
ftion, Whether reverence and gratitude to the cré-
ator would not be always the duty of a creature,
though we thould fuppofe him unalterably placed
in a ftate of the urmoft happinefs he was capable
-of ? a queftion put to fome, who had afferted,
that nothing can be our duty, that is not our intertf
into the bargain. In refpet of this, our author
“makes a threefold obfervation. Firft, to fuppole
a creature unalterably placed in the fame ftate is
to fuppofe that creature in a ftate of independence
on its creator, and, as fuch, isa felf-deftruétive no-
tion. Secondly, it is of the nature and condition
of a rational dependent being, to be ever improv-

* ing and advancing itfelf to greater degrees of per-
fection, by the exercife of thofe powers belonging
: (0]

—

Remarks upon an inquiry, Ge. 14

toit. It is abfurd and contradi® '
ory, therefi
fuppo{i: a creature ?dvanced to ﬁgl’x acl'l;:i;;x:, -
to be incapable of nﬁnﬁ higher, or to be happy o
ﬁ:’ :;g:c, a.\sf not ’;‘?u ave it ever in his pi'SWch{' :g .
¢ more fo. irdly, which he) i
lmolfctcdmml obferyation, but ‘qz:alf ) l:vthc
too 1ok thckqucﬁxon 1s put, and the appcayl' magz.
dc:j dx;:g.s,‘ nown to be under the influence of
. :h':u ﬁl:wno;; C;vho being fg, are prejudiced, and
i W _Incompetent judges to be ie
}nﬁdetcrmxnlrgg an affair og this nature ap{;l;:d_ .
o{h ::n a?;ii bclx’r}gls c;)nﬁtitutcd dcpcndcr;t‘ on c‘:c;
Ty and abfolutely {0 on the great ¥
Bmxt‘gf;: 1s 2. proper duty of thgfcc?x?:gtf?ri?f;vl‘ji "
?S::iﬁ a::cisb;ft?m}fdl;e or will grow out of .thc cilr
uc g i )
fon’cr is tﬁxc}fxi,rﬁa.s dcﬁroyl?giil:d;.hc i g
. Aothe firft of thefe obfervati
it is c;namly poﬂible for God, g); 3h§s af::;v!cn? oy
in ;jeward of tried obedience, to place a crcl;{ny’
:x:n t:;::tggly in a'ﬁatchof happinefs, There js EJ;;
on n it; the cafe may theref;
Po{[e‘d’ ;nd cannot be a fclf-dclt);'u&i:g onl:tit; fop-
P, ot 5 fecond I anfwer, that an eternal pr. rref.
be in degrees of perfection and happinefsogh -
h‘"aunfully foever it may be imagined, is by -
by pothefis : it has no foundation ip Scri turcut s
unyk ftrong - enough from reafon of anglo v 1o
make a different fuppofition abfu - Shag

tlpecially fince, on the contrary;rd it

:Ef‘lv:::_l”opinion, that after the rlctﬂi:r::};'fig: ncgr;gc};.
ot ;b]cbgfﬁf:}?ic;;n' the utmoft happincf,s they
i o P,O iy 1s ground enough to form 3

As to.the third, whic
Mmaterial obfervation,
tance of it, nor is it

h is faid to-be th '
Ido nol:l well fee the ?mrggg
I8 1t very clearly expreft ; b
meaning is, t!’mt mankincli) are prur;'uf
K 2 diced
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diced in favour of gratitude ; for in fuch a fyftery
of beings, benefits will be always received, and
always expeéted ; fo that gratitude muft be ever
the duty of thofe beings, (he fhould have faid,
and ever their intereft oo, to make his fenfe com-
leat, and his conclufions hold) therefore fuch:
gcings are incompetent judges of what might be
the cale in other circumftances ; and therefore the
fuppolfition s fuch, as deftroys itfelf.. But this is
al]p mere evafion. Numberlefs inftances may be
given, where benefits have been reccived, and no
more to be expeéted; and I fee not why mankind
may not be unprejudiced judges, whether grati-
tude would not be a duty in “fuch cafes, which was
the defign of the queftion. However, the gentle-
men, to whom the appeal was made, are in no
danger of being prejudiced in faveur of any virtue,
that is not tbeir intereft into the bargain. But here
let me tell this author, that fair anfwerers,” who

fincerely feek truth, confider chiefly the ntention

of ah argument, or a queftion, diftinét from the
particular manner of propofing it; and he cannot
be infenfible, that the queftion before us might
have been put in lower inftances, which may fre-.
quently occur in fuch a fyftem as ours, that
would have left no rcom for his cavils or eva-
fions. : ;

The third and laft pafiage, which this gentle-.
man takes notice of, is in-thefe words: The
« yery notion of reward and punifhment im-
« plies an antecedent duty or obligation, the con-
« forming, or not conforming to which, is the
¢ only ground of reward and punifhment.” Thefe
therefore cannot be the foundation of ghe obliga-
tion ; though the Tranflator fuppofes all obligation
to arife folely from a profpet of them. And
,what does he fay to this? Does he attempt to
prove, that rewards and punifhments may be efta-
blifhed,

\
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blithed, where there is no
obligation ? No fuch marter, aﬁ?ﬁgf; tfadls"y h’gr
whenever 1 defire it, he is ready to dcmc}:n;tt :
that all obligation is founded on a view of rat;_,
w_n:raxﬁtplcafure? or of avoiding pain. And t(})la
to talk of obligation withour 4 motive or\Bf .
goqve diftinét from happinefs, is quite r'iZiiculo <
ut inftead of defiring it, I fhould be very f s
{:{) fee a reafonable being attempting to c}i, iidy
rate, that to promo g

_ te the good of
do what is fit and right to gbc done, o;xicr::)togr;?

pér motives of obhg:ition to moral agents,

LET,
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